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GENERAL NOTICE 

' 
NOTICE 2348 OF 2002 

DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION 

DRAFT NOTICE FOR PUBLIC COMMENT 

REGULATIONS FOR REPRESENTATIVE COUNCIL OF LEARNERS 

I, Ignatius Jacobs, Member of the Executive Council for Education in Gauteng, hereby publish this Notice 
to give effect to section 11 of the South African Schools Act (Act 84 of 1996), as amended by the Education 
Laws Amendment Act (Act 57 of2001), and to Section 18 (1) and 18 (2) of the Gauteng Education Policy 
Act (Act 12 of1998) and section 106 ofthe School Education Act ofl995 (Act 6 of1995). 

Members of the public are invited to send their comments on these draft regulations, on or before 15 
September 2002, to: · 

Mr. W. Masemola 
Room 1314, 13th Floor 
Gauteng Department ofEducatiori 
111 Commissioner Street 
JOHANNESBURG 
2001. 

Telephone (011) 355 0076 
Facsimile (011) 355-0640 

IGNATIUS JACOBS 
Member of the Executive Council 
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DRAFT REGULATIONS FOR PUBLIC COMMENT 

DRAFT REGULATIONS FOR DETERMINING THE FUNCTIONS AND PROCEDURES FOR 
THE ESTABLISHMENT AND ELECTION OF REPRESENTATIVE COUNCILS OF LEARNERS 
AND RELATED MATTERS, IN TERMS OF SECTION 11 OF THE SOUTH AFRICAN SCHOOLS 
ACT (ACT 84 OF 1996), AS AMENDED BY THE EDUCATION LAWS AMENDMENT ACT (ACT 
57 OF 2001), AND IN TERMS OF SECTION 18 (1) AND 18 (2) OF THE GAUTENG EDUCATION 
POLICY ACT (ACT 12 OF 1998) AND SECTION 106 OF THE SCHOOL EDUCATION ACT OF 
1995 (ACT 6 OF 1995). 

I, Ignatius Jacobs, Member of the Executive Council for Education in Gauteng, hereby publish this Notice to 
give effect to section 11 of the South African Schools Act (Act 84 of 1996), as amended by the Education 
Laws Amendment Act (Act 57 of 2001 ), and to Section 18 (I) and 18 (2) of the Gauteng Education Policy 
Act (Act 12 of 1998) and section 106 ofthe School Education Act of 1995 (Act 6 ofl995). 

SCHEDULE 

1. Definitions 

"Election Officer" means the Teacher Liaison Officer; 
"Executive" means the Executive Committee of the Representative Council of Learners; 
"Head of Department" means the ChiefExecutive Officer ofthe Gauteng Department ofEducation. 

2. Purpose 

The purpose of this Notice is to 

(1) establish a Representative Council of Learners at every public school in Gauteng Province 
enrolling learners in the eighth grade or higher; 

(2) determine the functions of Representative Councils of Learners; 

(3) determine the procedures for the election of Representative Councils of Learners; and 

(4) determine the roles and functions of Teacher Liaison Officers. 

(5) recognize the elected Representative Council of Learners as the only recognized and legitimate 
representative learner body at the school 

3. Establishment of a Representative Council of Learners 

(1) Every public school in Gauteng Province enrolling learners in the eighth grade or higher shall 
establish Representative Council of Learners. 
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(2) A Representative Council of Learners must be established in terms of the requirements ofthis 
Notice. · 

(3) The Representative Council of Learners shall be the only recognized and legitimate 
representative learner body at a school. 

4. Functions of 

(1) The Representative Council of Learners is 

(a) to build unity among learners in the school; 

(b) to address and promote the needs of all learners in the school; 

(c) to keep learners informed about events in the school and in the community; 

(d) to encourage good relationships within the school between learners and educators, and 
between learners and non-educator members of staff; 

(e) to establish, for the benefit of learners in the school, fruitful links with representative 
councils oflearners in other schools and other youth formations; 

(t) to establish sub-committees, which may include learners other than elected members of 
the Representative Council of Learners, and determine the brief(s) of each sub­
committee; 

(g) to ensure that the learners on the sub-committee, who are not elected members may be 
co-opted but will not have voting rights or be decision makers on the Representative 
Council of Learners 

(h) to contribute towards the general order and discipline of the school and the 
· development of a code of conduct for learners; 

(i) to elect two representatives from amongst its members to attend and participate in 
meetings of the School Governing Body and to report on these meetings to the 
Representative Council ofLearners; 

(j) to canvass opinion from the broad learner body on issues pertaining to the school and 
the school community; 

(k) to promote the values contained in the Constitution of the Republic of South Africa, 
particularly the Bill of Rights; and 

(l) to adopt or amend a constitution, which is subject to the approval of the School 
Governing body, which will determine its objectives, activities, manner of operation, 
frequency of meetings, quorum at meetings, meeting procedures, terms of office of 
members, its executive and sub-committees, and establish communication links. 

(2) The functions of the Executive, which comprises its President, deputy-president, secretary, and 
treasurer, are specified in sub-paragraphs (4.2), (4.3), and (4.4) below. 
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4. 

4. 

4. 

(3) The functions of the Representative Council of Learners would be temporarily suspended for the 
duration of the exam period. 

(4) Only those matters of an urgent nature may be attended to during the course of the temporary 
suspension 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

The President shall be: 

(a) to chair all meetings ofthe Representative Council ofLearners and its Executive; 

(b) to attend and represent the Representative Council of Learners at meetings with the 
Representative Councils of Learners at other schools or other youth organisations; 

(c) to promote the image ofthe school and the Representative Council of Learners 

(d) be the spokesperson for the Representative Council of Learners when mandated to do so 
by the Executive Committee of the Representative Council of Learners 

(e) to write an annual report on the activities and achievements ofthe Representative Council 
of Learners for tabling at the School Governing Body meeting and to forward such to the 
District Manager 

Should both the President and Deputy-President be unable to fulfill the functions as 
specified in sub-paragraphs 4.2(a)(b)(c)(d) and (e) above, the remaining members of th~ 
Executive shall elect, from its members, a person to fulfill these functions. 

The Secretary shall be: 

(a) to ensure that minutes of all meetings of the Representative Council of Learners and its 
Executive are taken and submitted for approval at the next meeting of the Executive or 
general meeting; 

(b) to ensure that notices of all meetings are dispatched to all members of the 
Representative Council ofLearners and its Executive timeously; 

(c) to ensure, upon request by the Principal of the school or Chairperson of the School 
Governing Body, through the Teacher Liaison Officer, that copies of minutes 
requested are prO\dded; 

(d) to ensure that all correspondence is read at meetings and respond to correspondence 
when requested; and 

(e) to ensure that all minutes of meetings of the Representative Council of Learners and its 
Executive, after adoption, are signed by both the President and the Secretary and dated 
with the day, month and year. 

The Treasurer shall be: 

(a) to keep records of all money received; 
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(b) to ensure that all money collected is handed over to the school to be entered in the 
Representative Council of Learners ledger in the school funds account; 

(c) to keep records of expenditure; 

(d) to be responsible for all fund-raising activities; 

(e) to inform members of the Representative Council of Learners and its Executive of the 
state of the Representative Council of Learners finances at every meeting of the 
Representative Council ofLearners and its Executive; 

(f) to. ensure that funds are used for the purposes of promoting the educational interests of 
the learners at the school; 

(g) to ensure that at the end of his or her term of office, write an annual report on the 
state of the finances of the Representative Council of Learners for approval by the 
School Governing Body and submit this report to the incoming secretary; 

5. Procedures for the election of Representative Councils of Learners 

5. 1. Election of Class Representatives for the Representative Council of Learners 

(c) 

(1) Council of Learners shall consist of all elected class representation and 
members of the executive. 

(2) Every learner shall be allowed to elect 2 (two) representatives per class for a 
place at the Representative Council Of Learners. 

(3) The nominated candidates should stand for elections on the nominated date for 
elections 

(4) All learners at the school are entitled to vote in this election per class. 

(5) A learner must be nominated and seconded for election as a member of the 
Representative Council of Learners by registered learners at the school. 

(6) Nominations may be made-

(a) by lodging a nomination form, duly completed by the proposer, seconder and 
candidate, 'Yith the Election Officer not more than seven days and not less than 
one day before the nomination meeting. This is done per class; 

(b) by proposing a learner during the nomination meeting, provided that the 
nomination is seconded by another learner present at the meeting and a 
nomination form, duly completed by the proposer, seconder and candidate, is 
lodged with the Election Officer within the period determined by the Election 
Officer for this purpose; 

the Election Officer shall, after the period determined in (b) above, consider all 
nominations and reject those which do not comply with the requirements of this 
Notice; 

I 
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(7) The election shall be /held on a day determined by the Election Officer and shall be by 
secret ballot. · 

(8) Canvassing and camprugnmg by candidates should be allowed for a period not 
exceeding two weeks before the election day. 

(9) E~h class of learners in a school shall elect, by no later than the end of the second 
month of the academic year, one nominee for elections as a representative to a 
Representative Council of Learners; provided that where there are classes of learners 
with both male and female learners, one male and one female learner shall be elected. 

(10) Representivity in the Representative Council of Learners should reflect the racial 
composition ofthe school. 

(11) No educator or non-educator on the staff of the school may vote in these elections. 

(12) No member of the Representative Council of Learners may hold more than one 
·portfolio in the Executive 

5.2 Election of Executive Committees 

(I) The duly elected representatives shall elect amongst their ranks at least the following office 
bearers of the Representative Council of Learners, who shall comprise the Executive 
Cormnittee of the Representative Council of Learners 

(a) a President; 

(b) a Deputy-President; 

(c) a Secretary; and 

(d) a Tre~surer. 

(2) The procedure for the election of the Executive is specified in 5.1. (5) - 5.1 (8). 

(3) The election of the Executive shall be held towards the end of the third term or beginning of 
the fourth term of each academic year. 

(4) Each school will decide whether votes will be cast in respect of each portfolio or whether the 
candidate with the most votes shall be the President of the Representative Council of Learners 
followed by the Deputy President, Secretary, and Treasurer. 

(5) Learners in Grade 12 may not stand as candidates for the Executive Cormnittee but may vote. 

6. Roles and functions of Teacher Liaison Officers 

(I) The Teacher Liaison Officer shall be elected by the learners of the school 
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(2) The roles and functions of the Teacher Liaison Officer are: 

(a) to co-ordinate the establishment of Representative CoUncil of Learners and its annual 
elections; 

(b) to serve as the Election Officer for the elections of the Representative Council of 
Learners and its Executive; 

(c) to ensure that there is a formal, well-organised transfer of all documentation and 
financial records by the outgoing Executive to the newly elected Executive. 

(d) to provide capacity-building for the newly-elected Executive so that the members are 
able to undertake their ftmctions in the new year. 

(e) to ensure that the Representative Council of Learners .is supported by School 
Management and Governing Body. 

(f) to ensure that the Representative Council of Learners supports the vision and mission 
of the school; 

(g) to ensure that the Representative Council of Learners remains functional and fulfills all 
ofthe requirements of this Notice and its own constitution; 

(h) to ensure that opportunities are taken to include learners in the school's decision 
making processes; 

(i) to ensure that members of the Representative Council of Learners are recognized and 
accredited for their tasks; 

(j) to ensure that the school's extra-mural programme enables the Representative Council 
of Learners to hold regular meetings; and 

(k) to ensure that the school community accepts the activities of the Representative 
Council of Learners as integral parts of the overall development oflearners. 

7. Transitional arrangements 

(1) The Representative Council of Learners is the only recognised and legitimate representative 
learner body at a school and any other body of learners purporting to represent learners must 
be dissolved by no later than 31 December 2002. 

(2) The provisions of sub-paragraph (1) do not apply to sub-committees established by the 
Representative Council of Learners. 

(3) Where a Students' Representative Council or similar body was in existence immediately prior 
to the publication of this Notice, its term of office shall be deemed to have ended on the day 
before the date on which the Representative Council of Learners is elected in accordance with 
this Notice. 

8. Repeal of notice 

(1) The General Notice of Determination of Guideline·s for the Establishment, Election and 
Functions of Students' Representative Council of Learners (Notice 1059 of 1997) is hereby 
repealed. 

------
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Dog ate your Gazette? 
. . . . read it online 

www.SH Gazettes .co.za 
•••••••••••••••••••••••• 

A new information Portal keeping you up to date with news, legislation, 
the Parliamentary programme and which is the largest pool of SA Gazette 

information available on the Web. 

• l;:asily accessible through the www! 
- Government Gazettes - from January 1994 
- Compilations of all Indexes pertaining to the past week's Government Gazettes 
- All Provincial Gazettes - from September 1995 
- Parliamentary Bill~ - as of January 1999 

• Available in full-text, with keyword searching 
• Sabinet Online scaris, formats, edits and organize information for you. Diagrams and forms 

included as images. 
• No stacks of printed gazettes- all on computer. Think of the storage space you save. 
• Offers Bill Tracker- complementing the SA Gazettes products. 

For easy electronic access to full-text gazette info, subscribe to the SA Gazettes from 
Sabinet Online. Please visit us at www.sagazettes.co.za 

.Sablnet 
~~ 

Tel: (012) 643·9500, Fax: (012} 663-3543, Toll free: 0800 11 8595, e-mail: corporate@sablnet.co.za, www: http:l/corporate.sablnet.co.za 
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The 

Gauteng Provincial Gazette Function 

·will be transferred to the 

Government Printer in Pretoria 

as from 2nd January 2002 

NEW PARTICULARS ARE AS FOLLOWS: 

Physical address: 
Government Printing Works 
149 Bosman Street 
Pretoria 

Postal address: 
Private Bag X85 

Pretoria 
0001 

New contact persons: Awie van Zyl Tel.: (012) 334-4523 
Mrs H. Wolmarans Tel.: (012) 334-4591 

Fax number: (012) 323-8805 

E-mail address: awvanzyl@print.pwv.gov.za 

Contact persons for subscribers: 
Mrs S. M. Milanzi Tel.: (012) 334-4734 

Mrs J. Wehmeyer Tel.: (012) 334-4753 
Fax.: (012) 323-9574 

This phase-in period is to commence from November 2001 (suggest date of 
advert) and notice comes into operation as from 2 January 2002. 

Subscribers and all other stakeholders are advis~d to send their advertise­
ments directly to the Government Printing Works, two weeks before the 
2nd January 2002. 

HENNIE MALAN 

In future, adverts have to be paid in advance 
before being published in the Gazette. 

Director: Financial Management 

Office of the Premier (Gauteng) 

No.271 11 
' 



12 No. 271 PROVINCIAL GAZETTE EXTRAORDINARY, 26 AUGUST 2002 

.e~ ~bach copi&L ~oat ol ~ ~ oJ 
t~teq~q~~p~q~? 

The National Library of SA has them! 

Let us make your day with the information you need ... 

National Library of SA, Pretoria Division 
PO Box 397 
000 I PRETORIA 
Tei.:(O 12) 321-8931, Fax: (0 12) 325-5984 
E-mail: infodesk@nlsa.ac.za 

Soeh. u o.u ~en ud rtuJz. ~ tJWn ~ 
S~enP~K~? 

Die Nasionale Biblioteek van SA het hullel 

Met ons hoef u nie te sukkel om inligting te bekom nie ... 

Nasionale Biblioteek van SA, Pretoria Divisie 
Posbus 397 
0001 PRETORIA 
Tei.:(O 12) 321-8931, Faks: (0 12) 325-5984 
E-pos: infodesk@nlsa.ac.za 
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Wet onds ore wo der onds. 

Department of Environmental Affairs and Tourism 
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