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Government Notices • Goewermentskennisgewings

DEPARTMENT OF SPORTS, ARTS AND CULTURE

NO. 751 06 JULY 2020

AMENDMENT OF DIRECTIONS ISSUED IN TERMS OF REGULATION 4(10) OF 

THE REGULATIONS MADE UNDER SECTION 27(2) OF THE DISASTER 

MANAGEMENT ACT, 2002 (ACT NO.57 OF 2002): ALLOWING SPORTING 

EVENTS, TRAINING AND MATCHES TO RESUME, INCLUDING OPENING OF 

LIBRARIES, MUSEUMS, CINEMAS, THEATRES, GALLERIES AND ARCHIVES IN 

COMPLIANCE WITH MEASURES TO PREVENT AND COMBAT THE SPREAD OF 

COVID-19

I, Emmanuel Nkosinathi Mthethwa, Minister of Sport, Arts and Culture, hereby, in 

terms of regulation 4(10) of the Regulations published in Government Notice No.R480 

of 29 April 2020 read with regulation 37(1 )(e), (f), (i) and (j) of the Regulations 

published in Government Notice No. 714 of 25 June 2020 made under section 27(2) 

of the Disaster Management Act, 2002 (Act No. 57 of 2002), after consultation with the 

Cabinet member responsible for Health, issue the Directions in the Schedule.

MP
MINISTER OF SPORT, ARTS AND CULTURE
DATE: £■ *2-^ \ O 3
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SCHEDULE

DEFINITIONS

1. In these Directions, a word or expression bears the meaning assigned to it in 

the Regulations promulgated in Government Gazette No. 43258, Government 

Notice No. R480 of 29 April 2020, Government Gazette No.43364, Government 

Notice No.608 of 28 May 2020 and in Government Gazette No. 43476, 

Government Notice No.714 of 25 June 2020, made under section 27(2) of the 

Disaster Management Act, 2002 and unless the context otherwise indicates— 

“Directions” means the Directions published in Government Notice No. 461, 

Government Gazette No. 43226 of 09 April 2020 and Government Notice No. 

669, Government Gazette No. 43434 of 11 June 2020.

Amendment of paragraph 1 of the Directions
2. Paragraph 1 of the Directions is amended by—

(a) the deletion of the following definitions respectively:

“affected public entity”;

(b) the insertion after the definition of “national state of disaster” of the 

following definitions respectively:

“applicant” means a national federation as defined in section 1 of the 

National Sport and Recreation Act, 1998 (Act No. 110 of 1998);

“contact sport “means a sport in which the players have a range of 

physical contact with other players;
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“library” means a national, provincial, and public or community library 

in the Republic of South Africa;

“library material” means collections of information material housed in 

a library including books, periodicals and toys; etc;

“LIS” means Library and Information Service;

“non-contact sport” means a sport whereby athletes or players are 

physically separated and under normal circumstances would not come 

into contact with one another during the course of an event or game;

“places or premises” means libraries, galleries, theatres, museums, 

cinemas and archives);

“sporting venue” means a stadium, sports ground, field, swimming 

pool, the sea, dam, river and any other venue whetheropen air, enclosed 

or semi enclosed where a match, a competition or training may take 

place;

(c) the substitution for the definition of “the Regulations” of the following 

definition:

“the Regulations” means the Regulations published in Government 

Gazette No. 43258, Government Notice No. R.480 of 29 April 2020 as 

amended by Government Notice No. R.608 of 28 May 2020 and 

Government Notice No. 714 of 25 June 2020.

Amendment of paragraph 2 of the Directions

3. Paragraph 2 of the Directions is hereby amended by—

(a) the deletion of subparagraphs (b) and (c);

3
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(b) the substitution for subparagraph (d) of the following subparagraph:

“(d) allowing sport, arts and cultural events to resume subject to 

compliance with measures to prevent and combat the spread of COVID- 

19 by—

allowing non-contact sport to resume training and matches 

allowing contact sport to resume training only;

opening the following places or premises:

(aa) Libraries;

(bb) archives;

(cc) museums;

(dd) galleries;

subject to strict health protocols and social distancing,

(ee) cinemas; and 

(ff) theatres,

provided only 50 people or less, based on the capacity of the venue, are allowed in 

compliance with health protocols.".

Substitution of paragraphs of the Directions

4. The following paragraph is hereby substituted for paragraph 3 of the 

Directions:

“3. Scope and application
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These Directions apply to all sports confederations, national federations, 

clubs, professional leagues, sport bodies, galleries, archives, cinemas, 

museums, libraries and events relating thereto.”

Deletion of paragraph 5 of the Directions

5. Paragraph 5 of the Directions is hereby deleted.

Substitution of paragraph 6 of the Directions

6. The following paragraph is hereby substituted for paragraph 6 of the 

Directions:

“6. SUSPENSION OF SPORTING, ARTS, CULTURAL AND RELIGIOUS 

EVENTS

All sporting, arts, cultural and religious events organised or held in a 

stadium or venue as defined in section 1 of the Safety at Sport and 

Recreational Events Act, 2010 (Act No. 2 of 2010) are prohibited except 

those mentioned in paragraph 2(d) (i), (ii), (aa),(bb),(cc),(dd), (ee) and 

(ff)."

Substitution of paragraph 6A of the Directions
7. The following paragraph is hereby substituted for paragraph 6A of the 

Directions:

“6A. RESUMPTION OF CONTACT SPORT

(1) Contact sport training may resume without any spectators 

and must comply with the health protocols.

5

This gazette is also available free online at www.gpwonline.co.za

http://www.gpwonline.co.za


8 No.43507 GOVERNMENT GAZETTE, 6 JULY 2020

(2) All sport bodies must within fourteen (14) days after the 

publication of these Directions apply to the Minister, in writing, for the 

resumption of training, in accordance with the process referred to in 

paragraph 6G and provide the following:

(a) An operational plan in detail;

(b) the names of venues per location;

(c) the number of players and officials involved;

(d) the number of people who tested positive or negative; and

(e) the date of resumption of training.

(3) A sport body must keep a register, which must be archived 

for a period of not less than 6 months, with the following details of 

athletes, support staff and officials:

(a) Full names;

(b) residential address;

(c) cell number, telephone number or email address; and

(d) contact details of the person or persons living in the same 

residence as the person attending training.

(4) All sport bodies must comply with the Guidelines for 

quarantine and isolation in relation to COVID-19 exposure and infection 

issued by the Department of Health.

(5) Only a sports body or national federation recognised in 

terms of the Recognition of Sport and Recreational Bodies Regulations 

published in Government Gazette No. 34509, Government Notice No. 

R641 of 8 August 2011, made in terms of section 14 (a) and 14 (/E) of 

the National Sport and Recreation Act, 1998 may submit an application 

in terms of subparagraph (2).

6
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(6) . The sports body must ensure that all athletes and support 

staff are tested for COVID-19 before any resumption of training in 

contact sport.

(7) Transportation of all athletes, players and support staff 

must comply with the transport Directions issued by the Minister of 

Transport.

“(8) The sports body must take extra precautionary measures 

in relation to training and matches in an area declared as a hotspot.”

Amendment of paragraph 6D of the Directions
8. Paragraph 6Dof the Directions is hereby amended by the insertion after 

subparagraph (8) of the following subparagraphs, respectively:

“(9) A sport body must—

(a) assume full responsibility for the safety and security of its 

members, staff and athletes in curbing the spread of COVID -19; 

and

(b) ensure that all its members comply with the provisions of these 

Directions, Regulations and any other applicable legislation;

(10) A sport body and its affiliate members are jointly and 

severally responsible for any claim for damages or negligence arising as 

a result of failure to take reasonable measures in curbing the spread of 

COVID-19.

Amendment of paragraph 6F of the Directions

9. Paragraph 6F of the Directions is hereby amended by the substitution for 

subparagraph (3)(a) and (b) of the following subparagraph:

7
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“(3) Sports bodies must develop a plan for the phased-in return 

of their athletes participating in contact or non-contact sport, prior to 

training and matches, which plan must correspond to Annexure C and 

must be retained for inspection and must contain information regarding 

the following:

(a) The name of the contact sport, athletes and support staff that are 

permitted to train only; and

(b) plans for the phased-in training of athletes and contact sport;’’.

Insertion of paragraphs 6G, 6H and 6I

10. The following paragraphs are hereby inserted respectively in the 

Directions after paragraph 6F:

“6G. RESUMPTION OF NON - CONTACT SPORT

(1) A sport body must apply in writing for permission to resume 

training and matches in terms of paragraph 6A.

(2) The application contemplated in subparagraph (1) must be 

loaded online to a link outlined in Annexure C.

(3) A sport body may not resume training or matches before 

receiving the approval of the Minister in writing.

(4) The Minister must within seven working days after 

receiving an application which complies fully with the provisions of these 

Directions-

(a) consider the application and any further information provided by 

the applicant; and

(b) if satisfied that the applicant complies with all provisions of the 

Directions and health protocols, approve the application in writing.

(5) If, after considering an application, the Minister is not 

satisfied that the application complies with all provisions of the 

Directions, the Minister must send a written notice to the applicant-

(a) informing the applicant of the non-compliance;

8
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(b) providing reasons for his or her decision within seven working 

days after receipt of the application; and

(c) allowing the applicant 14 days to comply with the Directions.

(6) The period within which compliance must be effected may 

be extended by not more than 14 working days by the Minister on good 

cause shown by the applicant.

(7) If an applicant, who has received a notice referred to in 

subparagraph (5), complies will all provisions, the Minister must approve 

the application by issuing a certificate of compliance.

(8) If, an applicant who has received a notice referred to in 

subparagraph (5) has not complied with the provisions of the Directions, 

the Minister must -

(a) decline the application; and

(b) notify the applicant in writing of the decision and the reasons 

therefor.

6H. APPEALS

(1) A sport body that is not satisfied with a decision made 

under these Directions, may within 14 days lodge an appeal with 

the independent appeal panel appointed to deal with appeals 

relating to an application for resumption of training and matches.

(2) An appeal referred to in subparagraph (1) must be­

ta) submitted to the appeal panel in writing; and

(b) accompanied by a written statement setting out the grounds upon 

which the appeal is based.

(3) The appeal panel must -

(a) consider the appeal within 14 days of receipt of the application for 

an appeal; and

(b) inform the appellant in writing of the decision, as well as reasons 

thereof, within 21 days of the receipt of an appeal.

9
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6I. OPENING OF THE FOLLOWING PLACES OR PREMISES TO
THE PUBLIC

(1) The following places or premises are open to the public:
(a) libraries;

(b) archives;

(c) museums; and

(d) galleries;

subject to strict health protocols and social distancing.

(2) Places or premises referred to in subparagraph (1) must 

limit the operating hours as per the amended standard operation procedure 

posted on the website of the Department of Sport, Arts and Culture.

(3) Places or premises referred to in subparagraph (1) must 

provide limited service and contact as far as possible between the staff and 

visitors so as to prevent any form of gathering.

(4) Places or premises referred to in subparagraph (1) must 

control the number of people visiting at any given time.

(5) Library services must—

(a) be limited to borrowing and returning of library materials;

(b) if possible, encourage on-line referencing and programming;

(c) ensure that the study area is restricted to 30% capacity of the 

library area;

(d) ensure that the computer area is restricted to 10% capacity of the 

library area; and

(e) ensure that children and toy services remain closed;

(6) The following places or premises are open to public:

(a) cinemas; and

(b) theatres,

provided that only 50 people or less, excluding staff members, are allowed in 

compliance with health safety protocols.

(7) The places or premises referred to in subparagraphs (1) 

and (6) must adhere to following health protocols:

10
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(a) Sufficient hand sanitisers must be made available as provided for 

in paragraph 6C (2) and (3) (a) and (b);

(b) social distancing between customers, visitors and staff wherever 

possible;

(c) wearing a cloth mask at all times, when entering and inside the 

place or premises whenever possible;

(d) masks may only be removed while eating or drinking;

(e) contactless payments and pre-booking should be used where 

possible;

(f) the place or premises must be deep-cleaned before opening, and 

before and after use;

(g) equipment and tools must be cleaned regularly;

(h) common areas including toilets, door handles and shared 

equipment must be regularly cleaned and sanitised frequently;

(I) where possible, windows and doors should be kept open, to 

ensure adequate ventilation;

(j) adequate personal protection equipment must be provided to all 

employees;

(k) all people inside the place or premises must maintain 1.5 - meter 

social distance between each other;

(l) steps must be taken to ensure that persons queuing inside or 

outside the premises are able to maintain a distance of 1.5 meters 

from each other;

(m) a dedicated area must be identified for isolation of an individual 

who exhibits symptoms of COVID - 19 while inside the place or 

premises;

(n) a dedicated area must be identified for the isolation of an 

individual who exhibits symptoms of COVID -19 while inside the 

place or premises;

(o) every person entering the place or premises must be subjected to 

temperature screening;

(p) a person with an elevated temperature may be refused access to 

the place or premises;

11
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(q) a place or premises referred to subparagraphs (1) and (6) must, 

before operating, apply to the Minister as provided for in 

paragraph 6A (2). Paragraph 6G is applicable to an application 

made in respect of a place or premises referred in subparagraphs 

(1)and (6);

(r) a compliance officer must be appointed as provided for in 

paragraph 6F; and

(s) a person above the age of 60 or a person with co-morbidities is 

discouraged from visiting the places or premises referred to in 

subparagraphs (1) and (6).

(8) The Department may deploy officials to monitor compliance with 

these Directions.

Deletion of Annexures A and B

11. The Directions are hereby amended by the deletion of Annexures A and 

B.

SHORT TITLE AND COMMENCEMENT

12. These Directions are called the Resumption of contact and non-contact 

sport and the opening of places and premises for arts and cultural activities and 

come into effect on the date of publication in the Government Gazette.

ANNEXURE C
RESUMPTION OF CONTACT SPORT AND NON - CONTACT SPORT

(a) A COVID-19 ready Plan for non-contact sport for training and matches and contact 

sport for training only, must be developed within 14 days after the publication of these 

Directions.

12
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(b) The plan may reflect the manner in which the training should be done in terms of 

contact and adherence to health protocol.

(c) The non-contact sport matches should depend on the size of the code of sport. A 

more detailed written plan should be developed given the number of athletes, support 

staff and officials at the sporting venue.

(d) Testing of all professional athletes and support staff is a prerequisite for the 

resumption of both non - contact and contact - sport. All professional athletes relative 

to contact and non-contact sport personnel must be quarantined or self-isolated in 

terms of the Guidelines for quarantine and isolation in relation to COVID-19 

exposure and infection issued by the Department of Health

(e) The Plan must include the following:

1. The date of the resumption of both contact sport and non-contact sports;

2. A timetable setting out the phased training of professional athletes in both 

contact or non-contact sport, to enable appropriate measures to be taken to 

avoid and reduce the spread of COVID-19 in the sporting venue;

3. The full details of professional athletes camping for the duration of the training 

in preparation for matches as one of the measures to fight the spread of COVID- 

19;

4. The management of the register of all people involved in matches and training 

including amongst others—

(a) full names;

(b) residential address;

(c) cellphones, emails or telephone numbers; and

(d) contact details of a person or persons living in the same residence as 

the person attending training or matches;

5. The steps taken to get the sporting venue COVID-19 ready;

6. A list of support staff and officials who are 60 years or older and who are not 

permitted to attend training and matches and their co-morbidities, if any;

7. Arrangements in respect of the following for support staff, officials, professional 

athletes in the sporting venue:

13
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(a) Sanitary and social distancing measures and facilities at the entrance 

and exit of the sporting venue;

(b) screening facilities and systems;

(c) the attendance-record system and infrastructure;

(d) the training area for professional athletes;

(e) any designated area where the officials, support staff and professional 

athletes are served food;

(f) bathroom facilities;

(g) screening and testing facilities (for all professional athletes and support 

staff);

8. Professional athletes training or matches:

(a) Sports bodies must ensure that every professional athlete is tested for 

COVID -19;

(b) all equipment associated with training must be disinfected before 

and after use;

(c) athletes must wear masks at all times;

(d) athletes and support staff must be discouraged from spitting;

(e) massages are not allowed unless approved by the sport code doctor;

(f) water must be left at designated pick up points;

(g) rotational training of professional athletes (only five athletes per training 

group);

(h) tackling and close contact training drills must be discouraged; and

(i) time slot for training must be allocated for example 15 minutes for 

preparation, 75 minutes of small group training and 15 minutes recovery.

The online portal and link is available at www.dsac.qov.za 

http ://178.79.188.152/SportPlansAnalysis/index.php
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