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GENERAL NOTICE
ALGEMENE KENNISGEWING

NOTICE 827 OF 1997
-BOARD oN TARIFES AND TRADE_

NOTICE OF INITIATION OF AN INVESTIGATION INTO THE ALLEGED DUMPING OF GLASS MICRO-
SPHERES ORIGINATING IN AND/OR IMPORTED FROM AUSTRIA, BELGIUM AND THE UNITED KINGDOM

The Board on Tariffs and Trade received a petition alleging that glass microspheres originating in and/or
imported from Austria, Belgium and the United Kingdom are being dumped on the South African market, causing
material injury to the South African industry concemed.

The petitioner

The petition was lodged by Roadmarking Products (Pty) Ltd, which is the sole manufacturer of the glass
microspheres in the Republic of South Africa. The petitioner alleges that it cannot compete with the low prices
charged by the importers and that they are causing material injury. The petitioner submitted sufficient evidence
and established a prima facie case to enable the Board to arrive at a reasonable conclusion that an investi-
gation should be initiated on the basis of dumping, material injury and causality.

The product

The product allegedly being dumped in glass microspheres with a diameter not exceeding 1 mm,
classifiable under tariff subheading 7018.20, originating in and/or imported from Austria, Belgium and the
United Kingdom.

The allegation of dumping

The allegation of dumping is based on the comparison between the normal values in Austria, Belgium and
the United Kingdom, and the f.0.b. prices for export to South Africa of like products. On this basis the estimated
dumping margins are significant.
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The allegation of material injury

With regard to material injury the petitioner alleges and submitted sufficient evidence to show that the

~imports in question are suppressing its selling prices and are gaining market share at the expense of the

petitioner. It is further alleged that the prices at which these imports are solid in South Africa significantly under-
cut the already suppressed prices of the South African producer, resulting in lower profit margins.

Procedure

Having decided that there is sufficient evidence and a prima facie case to justify the initiation of an
investigation, the Board has begun an investigation in terms of section 4 of the Board on Tariffs and Trade Act,
1986. In order to obtain the information it deems necessary for its investigation, the Board will send question-
naires to all known importers and exporters, and known representative associations. The trade representatives
of the exporting countries will also be notified. Importers, exporters and interested parties are invited to
contact the Board as soon as possible in order to determine whether they have been listed and sent a
questionnaire. if not they should request a copy of the questionnaire as soon as possible. It has to be
completed, and any other representations must be made, within the time limit set out below.

Time limit

The response to the questionnaire and any information regarding this matter and any arguments
concerning the allegation of dumping and the resulting material injury must be submitted in writing and must
reach the Chairman (for attention Director: Dumping Investigations), Board on Tariffs and Trade, Private Bag
X753, Pretoria, 0001, not later than 30 days following the date of publication of this notice or, in the case of
parties known to be interested, 30 days following the date on which the letter accompanying the above- -
mentioned guestionnaire was received. The said letter shall be deemed to have been received seven days- =
after the date of its dispatch. S

It should be noted that the investigation process is complex and the Board is subject to strict time. limits -
within which to complete the investigation. Late submissions will therefore not be accepted except with the -
prior written consent of the Board. The Board will give due consideration to written requests for an extension
of not more than 14 days on good cause shown, if received prior to the expiry of the original 30 days’ period..

The information submitted by any party will need to be verified by the investigating officers in order for the
Board to take such information into consideration. The Board may verify the information at the premises of the
party submitting the information, within a short period after the submission of the information to the Board.
Parties should therefore ensure that the information submitted will subsequently be available for verification.
Parties should also ensure that all the information reé.uested in the questionnaire is provided and in the
specified detail and format. The questionnaires are designed to ensure that the Board is provided with all the
information required to make a determination in accordance with the rules of the World Trade Organisation.
The Board may therefore refuse to verify information that is incomplete or does not comply with the format in
the questionnaire, unless the Board has agreed in writing to a deviation from the required format. Parties that
experience difficulty in fumishing the information required, or in the format required, are therefore urged to
make written application to the Board at an early stage for permission to deviate from the questionnaire or
provide the information in an alternate format that can satisfy the Board’s requirements. The Board will give
due consideration to such a request on good cause shown.

If the required information and arguments are not received in a satisfactory form within the time limit
+ specified above, the Board may make provisional or final -findings on the basis of the facts available to it.

Enquiries may be directed to the Investigating Ofﬂcers, Mr Gustav Brlnk at Telephons (01 2) 310-9826
- and Ms Selma Takécs, at Telephone (01 2) 31 0-9827 -

(BTT Ref. T5/2/13/3/1)
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KENNISGEWING 827 VAN 1997
RAAD orP TARIEWE EN HANDEL

- KENNISGEWING VAN DIE INISIERING VAN ‘N ONDERSOEK NA DIE BEWEERDE DUMPING VAN GLAS-
MIKROSFERE AFKOMSTIG VAN EN/OF INGEVOER UIT OOSTENRYK, BELGIE EN DIE VERENIGDE
KONINKRYK )

Die Raad op Tariewe en Handel het 'n petisie ontvang waarin beweer word dat glasmikrosfere, afkomstig van

en/of ingevoer uit Oostenryk, Belgié en die Verenigde Koninkryk, op die Suid-Afrikaanse mark gedump word en die
betrokke Suid-Afrikaanse nywerheid wesenlike skade berokken.

Pelisionaris

Die petisie is deur Roadmarking Products (Edms.) Bpk., die enigste vervaardiger van glasmikrosfere in
die Republiek van Suid-Afrika, ingedien. Die petisionaris beweer dat hy nie teen die lae pryse van die
ingevoerde produkte kan meeding nie en sodoende wesenlike skade ly. Voldoende bewyse is deur die’
‘petisionaris ingedien en 'n prima facie-saak deur hom uitgemaak, wat die Raad in staat stel om tot ’'n redelike
slotsom te kom dat 'n ondersoek geinisieer moet word op grond van dumping, wesenlike skade en kousaliteit.

Produk

Die produk wat na bewenng gedump word, is glasmikrosfere met 'n deursnee van hoogstens 1 mm,
indeelbaar by tanefsubpos 7018 20, mgevoer uit en/of afkomstig van Oostenryk Belgué en che Verenlgde '
Koninkryk

~Bewering van dumping

Die bewering van dumping word gegrond op 'n vergelyking tussen die normale waardes in Oostenryk,
. Belgié en die Verenigde Koninkryk en die v.a.b.-pryse vir uitvoer na Suid-Atnka van vergelykbare produkte Op :
hierdie grondslag is die beraamde marges van dumping aansienlik.

Bewenng van wesenlike skade

: Met betrekkmg tot wesenlike skade beweer die peilsmnans, en het hy voldoende bewys daarvan
gelewer wat toon dat die betrokke invoer sy verkoopspryse onderdruk en markaandee! ten koste van die

petitisionaris. verkry. Daar word verder beweer dat die pryse waarteen die ingevoerde produkte in die

Republiek verkoop word, die reeds onderdrukte pryse van die Suud-Afnkaanse vervaardiger in hoé mate
ondersny, wat verlaagde winsmarges tot gevolg het.

Prosedure

Na die besluit dat daar voldoende bewys en ’'n prima facie-saak is, ter regverdiging van die i lms:ermg van
die ondersoek is, het die Raad begin met 'n ondersoek ingevolge artikel 4 van die Wet op die Raad op Tariewe
en Handel, 1986. Ten einde die inligting te bekom wat nodig geag word vir sy ondersoek, sal die Raad
vraelyste uitstuur aan alle invoerders, uitvoerders en verteenwoordigende assosiasies wat aan die Raad
bekend is. Die handelsverteenwoordigers van die uitvoerlande sal ook in kennis gestel word. Invoerders,
uitvoerders en belanghebbende partye word uitgenooi om so gou as moontlik met die Raad kontak te maak
om vas te stel of hulle gelys is en 'n vraelys aan hulle gestuur is. Indien nie, moet hulle so spoedig as
moontlik 'n vraelys aanvra wat ingevul moet word, en enige ander vertoé moet gerig word binne die tyds-
beperking soos hieronder uiteengesit. -

Tydsbeperking

Die reaksie op die vraelys en enige inligting in verband met hierdie aangeleentheid en enige redevoerings
- rakende die bewering van dumping en die wesenlike skade voortspruitend daaruit moet skriftelik ingedien
‘word en moet die Voorsitter (vir aandag die Direkteur: Dumpingsondersoeke), Raad op Tariewe en Handel,

Privaat Sak X753, Pretoria, 0001, nie later nie as 30 dae na die datum van publikasie van hierdie kennis- -

gewing bereik of, in die geval van partye van wie dit bekend is dat hulle betrokke is, 30 dae na die datum
waarop die brief wat genoemde vraelys vergesel, ontvang is. Genoemde brief word geag ontvang te gewees
het sewe dae na die datum van die versending daarvan.
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Kennis moet geneem word dat die ondersoekproses kompleks is en dat die Raad onderworpe is aan
streng tydsbeperkings waarbinne die ondersoek voltooi moet word. Laat voorleggings sal derhalwe nie in ag
geneem word nie, buiten met die Raad se vooraf skriftelike toestemming. Die Raad sal behoorlike oorweging
skenk aan geskrewe versoeke vir uitstel van hoogstens 14 dae indien die versoek daarvoor ontvang word voor
die verstryking van die aanvanklike tydperk van 30 dae.

Die inligting wat deur enige party voorgelé word deur die ondersoekbeamptes geverifieer word voordat
die Raad die inligting in ag kan neem. Die Raad mag die inligting binne ’n kort tydperk na die voorlegging daar-
van verifieer op die perseel van die party wat die inligting verstrek het. Partye moet derhalwe verseker dat die
voorgelegde inligting vervolgens beskikbaar is vir verifikasie. Partye moet ook verseker dat al die inligting in
die vraelys versoek, verskaf word en wel in die gespesifiseerde detail en formaat. Die vraelyste is opgestel om
te verseker dat die Raad voorsien word van alle inligting wat noodsaaklik is om ’'n besluit volgens die reéls van
die Wéreldhandelsorganisasie te kan neem. Die Raad mag derhalwe weier om inligting wat onvolledig is of nie
aan die formaat in die vraelys voldoen nie, te verifieer, tensy die Raad skriftelik toegestem tot 'n afwyking van
die voorgeskrewe formaat. Partye wat moeite ondervind om die vereiste inligting te verstrek of in die
voorgeskrewe formaat, word derhalwe versoek om die Raad in 'n vroeé stadium skriftelik te nader vir
toestemming om van die vraelys af te wyk of om inligting in 'n ander formaat voor te |& tot die Raad se
bevrediging. Die Raad sal behoorlike oorweging skenk aan sodanige versoek indien aanvaarbare redes ver-
strek word. :

Indien die vereiste inligting en redevoerings nie binne vermelde gespesifiseerde tydsbeperking in 'n
bevredigende vorm ontvang word nie, mag die Raad voorlopige of finale bevindings maak op grond van die
feite tot sy beskikking. '

Navrae moet aan die Ondersoekbeampte, mnr. Gustav Brink, by Telefoon (012) 310-9826, en me. Selma
Takécs, by Telefoon (012) 31 0-9827, gerig word.

(RTH-verw. T5/2/13/3/1)
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