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GENERAL NOTICE -

NOTICE 934 OF 1998

. o BOARD ON TARIFFS AND TRADE
NOTICE OF INITIATION OF AN INVESTIGATION INTO THE ALLEGED DUMPING
OF CLEAR FLOAT AND SHEET GLASS ORIGINATING IN INDIA, ISRAEL AND THE
PEOPLE’S REPUBLIC OF CHINA (OR ORIGINATING IN THE PEOPLE’S REPUBLIC
OF CHINA AND IMPORTED FROM HONG KONG). -

The Board on Tariffs and T.r_ade-.received a petition alleging that clear float and sheet
glass originiatihg in India, Israel and the People’s Republic of China (or originating in the
Pebpie’s Republic of China and imported from Hong Kong) _afe-being dumped on the
Southern African C.ustom'fs Union (SACU) market, causing material injury to the SACU

industry concerned. S S
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The petitioner

The petltzon was Iodged by PFG Building Glass (Pty) Ltd, which is the sole manufacturer
of float glass in the SACU market The petitioner alleges that it cannot compete with the
low prices charged by the rmporters of clear float and sheet glass and that the allegedly
dumped products are causing material injury. The pet|tloner submitted sufficient
evidence and established a prima facie case to enable the Board to arrive at a
reasonable conclusion that an mvestlgatl_on s_hould be initiated on the basis of dumping,

material injury and causality.
‘The product

The products allegedly being dumped are clear ﬂoat and sheet glass classifiable under
tariff subheading 7005.29 and 7004 90, ongmatlng |n India, Israel and the People’s
Republic of China, (or originating in the People S Republlc of Chlna and [mported from
Hong Kong). Clear float glass and sheet glass are regarded as substltutable

The allegation of dumping

The allegation of dumping is based on the comparison between the normal value in and
the export price from the respective countries. o

The export price was based on the f.0.b. price of the imported clear float and sheet
glass, as calculated from the import statistics of each country respectively. The normal

values were determined as follows:

The People’s Republic of

As the People’s Repubhc of China is regarded as a non-market economy, Israel was
used as a surrogate as it was alleged that Israel has an industry. at a similar level of
development aa that of the People’s 'Repub,lic'_of China. - The normal value was
determined on the basis of a price list of proddct_s sold on thedomes’tic market of Israel.

It was also alleged that |mports from Hong Kong orrgmated in the People’s Republlc of
Chlna and therefore should be part of the lnvestlgatlon For these imports normal value
was determined on the basis of a comparable price of Israel, and the export price was
based on the f.0.b value of the imported proddcts 'from.Hong-Kong.' o
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India
Normal value was determlned on the basis of a prtoe list submttted by the petitioner.

Israel: : : G
Normal v_alue was determined on the basis of a price list submitted by the petitioner.

The allegation of material injury

The petitioner alleges and has submitted sufficient evidence to show that-the imports
in question are suppressing and depressmg its selling prices, and are gaining market
share at the expense of the SACU mdustry Iti |s further alleged that the prices at. which

these imports are sold in South Afrtca sngmflcantly undercut the already suppressed
prices of the South African producer, resultlng in lower prot“ it margins and /or losses

being incurred by the petlttoner The Board found that there was sufficient evidence for
a prima facie case of i injury. :

Procedure

Having decided that there is sufficient evidence and a prima facie case to justify the
initiation of an investigation, the Board has initiated an investigation in terms of section
4 of the Board on Tariffs and Trade Act, 1986 (the BTT Act). In order to obtain the
information it deems neoéséary for its'investigatiOn the Board will send guestionnaires
to all known importers and exporters, and known representative assoc:atlons The trade
representatives of the exporting countries have been nOtlerd lmporters exporters and
interested parties are invited to contact the Board as soon as possible in order to
determine whether they have been listed and seht a questionnaire- If not, they should
request a copy of the questlonnalre as soon as possible. The questlonnalre has to be
completed, and any other representations must be made, wuthln the time limit set out
below. It should be noted that there is a separate questionnaire for exports from non-
market ecenomy countries, which should be completed by'thoee exporters.

The Board will conduct its investigation in aocorda'nce with. the' B'fT Act and the World
Trade Organisation Agreement on Implementation of Article VI of the GATT 1994 (the
Antt-Dumpmg Agreement) A copy of the Antt-Dumptng Agreement is avallable from the
Board's office on request.
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. Time limit

The response to the questionnaire and any information regarding this matter and any
arguments concerning the allegation of dumplng and the resultmg material injury must
be submitted in writing to the follcwmg address: :

Physical address ' Postal address

The Director : Dumping Invesiigations, - | 'The Director .:-_DUmping Investigations
Room 1601 R BT : --Private-Bag.X?SS |

Fedlife Building 'PRETORIA

Corner of Church and Prinsloo Streets 0001 South Africa’

PRETORIA _ ' '

0002 South Africa

All responses, including non-confidential versions of the responses, should be received
by the Director: Dumping I'nvé'stigat'iohs- not later than 30 days following the date of
publication of this notice or, in the case of parties known to be interested, 30 days
following the date on which the letter acco'mbanying the above-mentioned_questionnaire
was received. The said letter shall be deemed to have been received seven days after
the date of its dispatch. AN = 8

It should be noted that the investigation proces_é is complex a'nd the Board is subject to
strict time limits within which to oomp_leté the investigaticiﬁ. Late submissions will
therefore not be accepted except with the pfior written consent of the' Board. The Board
will give due consideration to written 'requésts for an extension of not more than 14 days
on good cause shown, if received prior to the expiry of the oi’i_gina'l 30-day period.

The mfarmat;on submltted by any party may need to be venﬁed by the mvestlgatlng
offi cers in order for the Board to take such mformatlon into conSIderation The Board
may verify the information at the premises pf the party submitting the information, within
a short period after the submission of the information to the Board. Parties should
therefore ensure that the information supmi_tte'd will subsequently be available for
verification. Parties shoulld also ensure that all the inforrﬁétion r'equested in the
questtOnnaare is prowded and in the specified detail and format, The quest;onnalres are
designed to ensure that the Board is prowded with all the mformatlon reqmred to make
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a determination in accordance with the rules of Anti-Dleping Agreement. The Board
may therefore refuse to verify information that is incomplete or does not comply with the

format in the quest:onnalre unless the Board has agreed in wntmg toa dev:atlon from
the required format. Parties that expenence difficulty in furmshmg the information

required, or in the format requii'ed, are therefore u'rged to make written applications to
the Board at an early stage for pei'mission to deviate from the questionnaire or provide
the information in an alternative format that.can fsetisfy the Board’s requirements. The
Board willl give due consideration '_to such a request only on good cause shown.

if the recjuired information and arguments ar_e not received in a eatisfactory form within
the time limit specified ebove or if verification of the information cannot take place, the
_Board may disregard such information and make provus;onal or f nal fi ndmgs on the
basis of the facts available to it. ;

Enquiries may be directed fo the inveStigaﬂng officers, Mr F.C. Dubbelman, at
telephone (012) 31 0-9816 and Mr T P. Botha, at telephone (01 2) 310-9618.
' - [BTT Ref. T5/2/1 3/4]
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Looking for back copies and out of freint dsoues of
the Governwment Gazette and Provincial Gagettes?

The State Library has them!
Let us make your day with the information you need ..

The State Library Reference and Information Service
PO Box 397

0001 PRETORIA

Tel. /Fax (012) 321-8931

E-mail: infodesk@statelib.pwv.gov.za

Sack w ou bopici en wit deik witpames van die
Staatsbsenant en Provinsiale Roerante?

Met ons hoef u nie te sukkel om inligting te bck('n'n'. mc

Die Staatsbiblioteck Naslaan- en Inligtingdiens
Posbus 397

0001 PRETORIA

Tel./Faks (012) 321-8931

E-pos: infodesk@statelib.pwv.gov.za
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