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Act No. 6, 2001 NATIONAL COUNCIL FOR LIBRARY AND
INFORMATION SERVICES ACT, 2001

(English text signed by the President.)
(Assented to 19 June 2001.)

ACT

To establish the National Council for Library and Information Services; to provide
for its objects, functions, composition, meetings, committees and annual report;
and to provide for matters connected therewith.

E IT ENACTED by the Parliament of the Republic of South Africa, as
follows:—

Definitions

1. In this Act, unless the context indicates otherwise—
(i) ‘““council” means the National Council for Library and Information Services
established by section 2;

(if) “department” means the Department of Arts, Culture, Science and Technol-
ogy;

(i) “Director-General” means the Director-General: Axts, Culture, Science and
Technology or any officer of the department acting on the authority of the
Director-General;

(iv) “information literacy” means the ability of leamers to access, use and
evaluate information from different sources, in order to enhance leaming,
solve problems and generate pew knowledge;

(v) “Minister” means the Minister of Arts, Culture, Science and Technology.

Establishment of council
2. The National Council for Library and Information Services is hereby established.
Object of council

3. The object of the council is to advise the Minister and the Minister of Education on
matters relating to library and information services in order to—

(a) support and stimulate the socio-economic, educational, cultural, recreational,
scientific research, technological and information development of all commu-
nities in the country; and _

(b) provide optimal access to relevant information to every person in an economic
and cost-effective manner.

Functions of council

4. (1) The council must inform and advise the Minister and the Minister of Education
on—
(a) the development and co-ordination of library and information services;
(b) the promotion of co-operation among library and information services;
(c) legislation affecting library and information services;
(d) policies, principles and criteria that should govern the allocation of public
funds for library and information services;
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WET OP DIE NASIONALE RAAD VIR BIBLIOTEEK-  Wet No. 6, 2001
EN INLIGTINGSDIENSTE, 2001 :

(Engelse teks deur die President gefeken.) _
(Goedgekeur op 19 Junie 2001.)

WET

Ten cinde die Nasionale Raad vir Biblioteek- en inligtingsdienste in te stel; om:
voorsiening te maak vir sy oogmerke, werksaamhede, samestellmg, vergaderings,

komitees en jaarverslag; en om voorsiening te maak vir aangeleenthede wat

daarmee in verband staan.

AAR WORD BEPAAL deur die Parlement van die Republiek van Suid Afnka,
soos volg:—

 Woordomskrywing

1. In hierdie Wet, tensy dit uit die samehang anders blyk, beteken—
<X @ “departcmcnt” die Departement van Kuns, Kultuur, Wetenskap en Tegnolo-
gie; :
(i) “Direkteur-generaal” die Direkteur-generaal: Kuns, Kultuur, Wetenskap en
. Tegnologie of enige beampte van die depanemcnt wal op gesag van dle
Direkteur-generaal optree;

10 (ii)) “inligtingsgeletterdheid” die vermoé van Iecrders om toegang tot mhgtmg
uit verskillende bronne te verkry, te gebruik en te evalueer ten einde leer te
verbeter, probleme op te los en nuwe kennis fe genereer;

(iv) “Minister” die Minister van Kuns, Kultuur, Wetenskap en Tegnologie;
(v) “raad” die Nasionale Raad vir Biblioteek- en Inligtingsdienste by artikel 2

15 ingestel.

Instelling van raad
- 2. Die Nasionale Raad vir Biblioteek- en Inligtingsdienste word hierby ingestel.
QOogmerk van raad

3. Die oogmerk van die raad is om die Minister en die Minister van Onderwys van
20 raad te dien cor aangeleenthcde rakende biblioteek- en inligtingsdienste ten einde—
(a) die sosio-ekonomiese, opvoedkundige, kulturele, ontspannings-, wetenskap-
like navorsings- tegnologiese en inligtingsontwikkeling van alle gemeen- '
skappe in die land te ondersteun en te stimuleer; en :
(b) optimale toegang tot tersaaklike inligting op ’n ekonomiese en kostedoel-
25 treffende wyse aan elke persoon te bied.

Werksz.aamhed.e van raad ;

4. (1) Die raad moet die Minister en die Mmlstcr van Onderwys inlig en van raad '
dien oor— 4
(a) die ontwikkeling en kodrdinering van blblloteck— en inligtingsdienste;
30 (b) die bevordering van samewerking tussen biblioteek- en inligtingsdienste;
(c) welgewing rakende biblioteck- en inligtingsdienste;
(d) beleldsnglmgs, beginsels en maatstawwe wat die toewysing van openbare
fondse vir biblioteek- en 1n11glmgsdlenste moet beheer,
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(e) existing adequacies and deficiencies of library and information resources,
including literature in African languages, and services;

(f) the effectiveness of library and information science education and training;

(g) service priorities, after consultation with any organ of State responsible for
library and information services and other interested parties;

(h) the promotion of basic and functional literacy, and information literacy and a
culture of reading;

(i) ways in which new information and communication technologies should be
harnessed to achieve improved integration, equity, cost-effectiveness and
quality in library and information services;

(j) any other matter relating to library and information services which the council
deems necessary or which the Minister or the Minister of Education may refer
to the council.

(2) The council must—

(a) co-ordinate response of the library and information services sector to library
and information services matters;

(b) liaise and develop synergy with other bodies and councils with regard to
library and information services matters;

(c) play an advocacy role in library and information services matters; and

(d) investigate incentives for donations to libraries.

Composition of council

5. (1) The council consists of—
(a) 12 members appointed by the Minister, after consultation with the Minister of
Education and after a process of public nomination set out in section 7;
(b) one officer of the department nominated by the Director-General;
(¢) one officer of the Department of Education nominated by the Director-General
of that department;
(d) the National Librarian referred to in section 1 of the National Library of South
Africa Act, 1998 (Act No. 92 of 1998); and
(e) one representative nominated by the Library and Information Association of
South Africa.
(2) The members of the council referred to in—
(a) subsection (1)(a) are appointed in their personal capacity and serve on a
part-time basis; and
(b) subsection (1)(b), (c), (d) and (e) serve in their official capacny and are
non-voting members in the council.

Chairperson and vice-chairperson

6. (1) The chairperson of the council is appointed by the Minister, with the
concurrence of the Minister of Education, from the members referred to in section
5(1)(a).

(2) The members of the council must at the first meeting of every newly constituted
council elect a vice-chairperson from their number.

Nomination procedure

7. (1) Before persons contemplated in section 5(1)(a) are appointed the Minister
must—

(a) invite nominations from interested persons by notice in the Gazette and in at
least two nationally circulated newspapers, and over the radio, specifying a
reasonable period within which nominations must be submitted; and

(b) set out in such notice the procedure pertaining to the nominations.

(2) (a) The Minister must appoint a panel, after the composition was approved by the
Portfolio Committee on Arts, Culture, Science and Technology, consisting of persons
with experience or expertise in library and information services to compile a short list of
not more than 15 candidates from the persons nominated in terms of subsection (1)(a).

(b) The appointment of council members referred to in section 5(1)(a) must be made
from the list contemplated in paragraph (a).

10

15

20

25

30

35

45

50

55



10

15

20

30

35

40

STAATSKOERANT, 25 JUNIE 2001 e No. 22410 5

WET OP DIE NASIONALE RAAD VIR BIBLIOTEEK- Wet No.'ﬁ, 2001
" EN INIJGTINGSDIBNSTE 2001 ;

(e) bes!aande toereikendhede en tckortkommge van biblioteek- en mhgtmgs~ g
hulpbronne, insluitende literatuur in Afrika-tale, en -dienste; -_

() die doeltreffendheid van onderwys en opleiding in biblioteek- en mhglmgs—
wese; ;

(g) diensprioriteite, na oorleg met enige Staatsorgaan verantwoordelik vir

~ biblioteck- en inligtingsdienste en ander belanghebbende partye; .

(h) die bevordering van basiese en funksionele geletterdheid, en in]igtingsg‘elet-_
terdheid en ’n kultuur van lees;

‘(i) maniere waarop nuwe inligtings- en kommumkasncleguologleé mgespan
moet word om beter integrasie, billikheid, kostedoeltreffendheid en gehalte in
biblioteek- en inligtingsdienste te verkry;

(j) enige ander aangeleentheid rakende biblioteek- en inligtingsdienste wat die
raad nodig ag of wat die Minister of die Minister van Onderwys na die raad _
verwys. &

(2) Die raad moet—

(a) die reaksie van die biblioteek- en ml:gnngsdlenstcscktor op biblioteek- en
inligtingsdiensteaangeleenthede koordineer;

(b) met ander liggame en rade skakel en sinergie ontwikkel met betrekking tot.
biblioteek- en mlrgtmgsdxenstcaangelcemhede,

(¢) ’n voorspraakrol speel in biblioteek- en mhgtmgsdlcnsteaangcieenthcde,

(d) ondersoek instel na aansporingsmeganismes vir skenkings aan biblioteke.-

Samestelling van raad

5. (1) Die raad bestaan uit—
(a) 12 lede deur die Minister aangestel na oorleg met die Minister van Onderwys
en na 'n openbare benoemingsproses in artikel 7 uiteengesit; -
(b) een beampte van die departement deur die Direkteur-generaal benoem;
" (¢) een beampte van die Departement van Onderwys deur die Dlrekleur-gcneraal
~ van daardie departement benoem;
(d) die Nasionale Bibliotekaris bedoel in artikel 1 van die Wet op die Nasionale
Biblioteek van Suid-Afrika, 1998 (Wet No. 92 van 1998); en ' :
(e} een verteenwoordiger, benoem deur die Biblioteek- en Inhgtmgsveremgmg ,
van Suid-Afrika.
(2) Die lede van die raad bedoel in— j g
(a) subartikel (1)(a) word in hulle persoonlike hoedanigheid aanges!cl en dien op
'n deeltydse grondslag; en
(b) subartikel (1)(b), (c), (d) en (e) dien in hulle amptelike hoedamgheld en is
lede sonder stemreg van die raad. :

Voorsitter en ondervoor.sltter

6. (1) Die voorsitter van die raad word met die instemming van dic Minister van
Onderwys deur die Minister aangestel uit die lede in artikel 5(1)(a) bedoel.

(2) Die lede van die raad moet op die eerste vergadering van elke nuut saamgestelde
raad ’n ondervoorsitter uit hulle geledere kies. :

= Benoemingsprosedure

45

50

55

7. (1) Voordat persone in artikel 5(1)(a) beoog, aangestel word, moet die Minister— -
(a) benoemings van belanghebbende persone vra by kennisgewing in die
Staatskoerant en in minstens twee koerante wat landwyd versprei word, en
oor die radio, waarin 'n redelike tydperk vermeld word waarin benocmings -

voorgele moet word; en
(b) in sodanige kenmsgcwm g die prosedure rakende die benoemmgs uiteensit.
(2) (a) Die Minister moet 'n paneel, nadat die samestelling goedgekeur is deur die -
Portefeuljekomitee oor Kuns, Kultuur, Wetenskap en Tegnologie, aanstel bestaande uit
persone met ondervinding of kundigheid in biblioteek- en inligtingsdienste om ’n

‘kortlys van hoogstens 15 kandidate saam te stel u1t die persone wat ingevolge

subartikel (1)(a) benoem is.
(b) Die aanstelling van raadslede in artikel 5(1)(a) bedoel, moet gedoen word uit dlc
lys in paragraaf (a) beoog.
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Criteria for membership of council

8. (1) The members of the council other than the officers of the department and the
Department of Education, must all be persons who have—
(a) expertise in the field of library and information services or science;
(b) expertise in relation to the leadership in, and management and economics of,
library and information services; or '
(c) special insight into library and information services and the needs of users of
library and information services.
(2) The council must be broadly representative of all sectors in the library and
information services field and be constituted in a manner that will—
(a) take into account gender, disability and historically disadvantaged persons;
and
(b) ensure a spread of expertise and experience regarding—
(i) national, provincial and local interests;
(i) the role of information in society; and
(iii) research, development and education in library and information science.

Tenure and vacation of office of members of council

9. (1) A member of the council other than officers of the department and the
Department of Education, holds office for such period, not exceeding three years, as the
Minister may determine at the time of the member’s appointment.

(2) If, for any reason, a member of the council vacates his or her office before the
expitation of his or her term of office, the Minister may, subject to section 8, and after

" consultation with the Minister of Education, appoiut any person as a member of the
council for the unexpired portion of the period for which that member was appointed.

(3) A member whose period of office has expired may be reappointed for one further
term.

(4) A member of the council must vacate his or her office if—

(a) he or she resigns by written notice addressed to the Minister;

(b) the Minister terminates the membership of the member on grounds of
misconduct, incapacity or incompetence;

(c) he or she has been absent from more than two consecutive meetings of the
council without the prior permission of the chairperson, except on good cause
shown; or

(d) the majority of the council so recommends.

(5) A decision to remove a member of the council from office in terms of subsection
(4)(b) must be based on a finding of an independent tribunal appointed by the Minister.

(6) The Minister may dissolve the Council—

(a) on grounds of mismanagement; or

(b) on any other reasonable grounds,

Meetings of council

10. (1) (a) The council meets at least twice a year.

(b) The first meeting of the council must be held at a time and place determined by the
Minister, and, thereafter, the council must determine the time and place of any future
meeting, with the concurrence of the Director-General.

(2) (a) The chairperson may convene a special meeting of the council, to be held at
such time and place as the chairperson, with the concurrence of the Director-General,
may direct.

(b) The chairperson must give notice of at least ten days prior to the meeting.

(3) The chairperson, vice-chairperson or, in their absence, a member of the council
elected by the members present, must preside at a meeting of the council.

(4) A quorum for a meeting of the council is the majority of its members.

(5) A valid decision of the council can only be taken by resolution of the majority of
the members present at any duly constituted meeting of the council, and, in the event of
an equality of votes on any matter, the person presiding has a casting vote in addition to
his or her deliberative vote.

(6) No remuneration is payable to any member of the council, its committees or
working groups except for reasonable travel, accommodation and subsistence costs as
determined by the Minister with the concurrence of the Minister of Finance.
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" Maatstawwe vir lidmaatskap van raad
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8. (1) Die ander lede van die raad as die beamptes van die departement en die
Departement van Onderwys moet almal persone wees wat beskik oor—
(a) kundigheid op die gebied van biblioteek- en inligtingsdienste of -wese;
(b) kundigheid met betrekking tot die leierskap in en bestuur en ekonomie van
biblioteek- en inligtingsdienste; of _
(c) spesiale ms1g in biblioteek- en imligtingsdienste en die behoeftes van
gebruikers van biblioteek- en inligtingsdienste. _
(2) Die raad moet algemeen verteenwoordigend wees van alle sektore op die
biblioteek- en inligtingsdiensteterrein en moet saamgestel word op ’n wyse wat—
(a) geslag, ongeskiktheid en histories benadeelde persone in ag neem; en
(b) ’n verspreiding van kundigheid en ondervinding verseker betreffende—
(i) nasionale, provinsia]e en plaaslike belange;
(i) die rol van inligting in die samelewmg; en
(iii) navorsing, ontvmkkclmg en opvoedmg in biblioteek- en mllglmgsdlem-.
ste. ;

Ampstzrhlyn en ontruiming van amp van lede van raad

9. (1) n Ander lid van die raad as beamptes van die departement en die Depér!ement =
van Onderwys beklee die amp vir die tydperk van hoogstens drie jaar wat die Minister

ten tyde van die lid se aanstelling bepaal

(2) Indien ’n lid van die raad om enige rede sy of haar amp ontruim voor verstryking
van sy of haar ampstermyn, kan die Minister, behoudens artikel 8 en na oorleg met die -
Minister van Onderwys, enige persoon as 'n lid van die raad aanstel vir die onverstreke .
gedcclte van die tydperk waarvoor daardie lid aangestel is.

(3) 'n Lid wie se ampstermyn verstryk het, kan vir een verdere termyn heraangeslel' .

word.
(4) ’n Lid van die raad moet sy of haar amp ontruim indien—

(a) hy of sy bedank by skriftelike kennisgewing aan die Minister gerig; =

(b) die Minister die lidmaatskap van die lid be€indig op grond van wangedrag,
ongeskiktheid of onbekwaamheid;

(c) hy of sy van meer as twee opeenvolgende vergaderings van die raad afwe31g
was sonder die voorafverkreé toestemming van die voorsitter, behalwe by
aanvoering van goeie gronde; of

(d) die meerderheid van die raad aldus aanbeveel. ;i

(5) 'n Besluit om ’n lid van die raad ingevolge subartikel (4)(b) van sy of haar amp
te onthef, moet gegrond wees op 'n bcvmdmg van ’n onafhanklike tribunaal deur dle
Minister aangestel.

(6) Die Minister kan die raad ontbind—

(a) op gronde van wanbestuur; of
(b) op enige ander redelike gronde.

Vefgaderings van raad

10. (1) (a) Die raad vergader minstens twee keer per jaar.

(b) Die eerste vergadering van die raad word gehou op ’n tyd en plck deur d:e.
Minister bepaal, en daama moet die raad die tyd en plek van enige toekomstige
vergadering met die instemming van die Direkieur-generaal bepaal. _

(2) (a) Die voorsitter kan ’n spesiale vergadering van die raad belé, wat gehou moet
word op ’n tyd en plek wat die voorsitter met die instemming van die Direkteur-
generaal bepaal.

(b) Die voorsitter moet minstens tien dae voor die vergadering kennis gee.

(3) Die voorsitter, die ondervoorsitter of, in hulle afwesigheid, "n lid van die raad wat
deur die teenwoordige lede verkies is, moet voorsit op 'n vergadering van die raad.

(4) ’n Kworum vir *n vergadering van die raad is die meerderheid van sy lede.

(5) 'n Geldige besluit van die raad kan net deur "n besluit van die meerderheid van
die teenwoordige lede geneem word op enige behoorlik gekonstitueerde vergadering
van die raad, en in die geval van ’n staking van stemme oor enige aangeleentheid het -
die voorsittende persoon ’n beslissende stem benewens sy of haar beraadslagende stem.

(6) Geen besoldiging is betaalbaar nie aan enige lid van die raad, sy komitees of .
werkgroepe, uitgesonderd redelike reis-, akkommodasie- en bestaanskoste soos deur
die Minister met die instemming van die Minister van Finansies bepaal.
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Committees of council

11. (1) The council may, with the approval of the Minister, establish one or more
committees, including standing committees and working groups, for the effective
performance of its functions.

(2) (a) A committee or working group must consist of such number of members of the
council and co-opted persons as the council may deem necessary, but not exceeding
seven persons.

(b) The council may at any time dissolve or reconstitute a committee or working
group.

(3) The council must designate a member of the committee or working group as
chairperson of such a committee or working group.

(4) The council is not absolved from the performance of any function assigned to any
of its committees or working groups.

(5) A committee or working group must meet at least once a year at a time and place
determined by its chairperson with the concurrence of the Director-General.

Secretary and staff

12. The Council must, in the proper performance of its functions, be assisted by a
secretary and staff consisting of persons appointed by the Director-General in terms of
the Public Service Act, 1994 (Proclamation No. 103 of 1994).

Finances

13. The costs and expenses connected with the application of this Act must be
defrayed from moneys appropriated by Parliament to the department.

Annual report

14. (1) The council must annually submit a report on its activities, advice and
recommendations to the Minister and the Minister of Education, and the Minister must
table the report in Parliament as soon as possible after its receipt.

(2) Within five months after the report has been tabled, a delegation consisting of the
chairperson and at least two other council members must brief the Portfolio Committee
on Arts, Culture, Science and Technology on the annual report.

Short title and commencement

15. This Act is called the National Council for Library and Information Services Act,
2001, and commences on a date fixed by the President by proclamation in the Gazette.
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Koinilees van raad

11. (1) Die raad kan, met die goedkeuring van die Minister, een of meer komitees
instel, met inbegrip van staande komitees en werkgroepe vir die doeltreffende
verrigting van sy werksaamhede.

(2) (a) ’n Komitee of werkgroep moet uit die getal lede van die raad en gekoopteerde
persone bestaan wat die raad nodig ag, maar hoogstens sewe persone.

(b) Die raad kan ’n komitee of werkgroep te eniger tyd ontbind of hersaamstel.

(3) Die raad moet *n lid van die komitee of werkgroep as voorsitter van sodamge
komitee of werkgroep aanwys. :

(4) Die raad word nie vrygestel van die vemgtmg van enige wetksaamhc:d wat aan
emge van sy komitees of werkgroepe opgedra is nie. L

(5) 'n Komitee of werkgroep moet minstens een keer per jaar vergader op ’n tyd en
plek wat sy voorsitter met die instemming van die Direkteur-generaal bepaal.

. Sekretaris en personeel
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12. Die raad moet, vir die behoorlike verrigting van sy werksaamhede, bygestaan
word deur ’n sekretaris en personcel bestaande uit persone wat kragtens die Staats-
dienswet, 1994 (Proklamasie No. 103 van 1994), deur die Direkteur-generaal aangestel
is. ; ' .

Finansies -

13. Die koste en uitgawes in verband met die toepassing van hierdie Wet moet gedek ,
word uit gelde wat deur die Parlement vir die departement bewillig word.

Jaarverslag

14. (1) Die raad moet jaarliks ’n verslag oor sy aktiwiteite, advies en aanbevelings
aan die Minister en die Minister van Onderwys voorlé, en die Minister moet die vers]ag
so gou moontlik na ontvangs in die Parlement ter tafel 1&.

(2) Binne vyf maande nadat die verslag ter tafel gelé is, moet ’n afvaardiging,
bestaande uit die Voorsitter en ten minste twee ander raadslede, die Portefeuljekomitee -
oor Kuns, Kultuur, Wetenskap en Tegnologie oor die jaarverslag toespreek.

Kort titel en inwerkingtreding - _
15 Hierdie Wet heet die Wet op die Nasionale Raad vir Biblioteek- en Inllgtmgs- v

dienste, 2001, en tree in werking op ’n datum wat die President by proklamasie in die
Staatskoerant bepaal. !
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