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HIGH ALERT: SCAM WARNING!!!
TO ALL SUPPLIERS AND SERVICE PROVIDERS OF THE  

GOVERNMENT PRINTING WORKS

It has come to the attention of the GOVERNMENT PRINTING WORKS that there are certain unscrupulous 
companies and individuals who are defrauding unsuspecting businesses disguised as representatives 
of the Government Printing Works (GPW). 

The scam involves the fraudsters using the letterhead of GPW to send out fake tender bids to companies 
and requests to supply equipment and goods.

Although the contact person’s name on the letter may be of an existing official, the contact details on 
the letter are not the same as the Government Printing Works’. When searching on the Internet for the 
address of the company that has sent the fake tender document, the address does not exist.

The banking details are in a private name and not company name. Government will never ask you to 
deposit any funds for any business transaction. GPW has alerted the relevant law enforcement authorities 
to investigate this scam to protect legitimate businesses as well as the name of the organisation. 

Example of e-mails these fraudsters are using: 

PROCUREMENT@GPW-GOV.ORG 

Should you suspect that you are a victim of a scam, you must urgently contact the police and inform the 
GPW.

GPW has an official email with the domain as @gpw.gov.za

Government e-mails DO NOT have org in their e-mail addresses. All of these fraudsters also use the 
same or very similar telephone numbers. Although such number with an area code 012 looks like a 
landline, it is not fixed to any property. 

GPW will never send you an e-mail asking you to supply equipment and goods without a purchase/order 
number. GPW does not procure goods for another level of Government. The organisation will not be 
liable for actions that result in companies or individuals being resultant victims of such a scam. 

Government Printing Works gives businesses the opportunity to supply goods and services through 
RFQ / Tendering process. In order to be eligible to bid to provide goods and services, suppliers must 
be registered on the National Treasury’s Central Supplier Database (CSD). To be registered, they must 
meet all current legislative requirements (e.g. have a valid tax clearance certificate and be in good 
standing with the South African Revenue Services - SARS).

 The tender process is managed through the Supply Chain Management (SCM) system of the department. 
SCM is highly regulated to minimise the risk of fraud, and to meet objectives which include value for 
money, open and effective competition, equitability, accountability, fair dealing, transparency and an 
ethical approach. Relevant legislation, regulations, policies, guidelines and instructions can be found on 
the tender’s website. 
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Fake Tenders

National Treasury’s CSD has launched the Government Order Scam campaign to combat fraudulent 
requests for quotes (RFQs).  Such fraudulent requests have resulted in innocent companies losing 
money. We work hard at preventing and fighting fraud, but criminal activity is always a risk.

How tender scams work

There are many types of tender scams. Here are some of the more frequent scenarios:

Fraudsters use what appears to be government department stationery with fictitious logos and contact 
details to send a fake RFQ to a company to invite it to urgently supply goods. Shortly after the company 
has submitted its quote, it receives notification that it has won the tender. The company delivers the 
goods to someone who poses as an official or at a fake site. The Department has no idea of this 
transaction made in its name. The company is then never paid and suffers a loss.

OR

Fraudsters use what appears to be government department stationery with fictitious logos and contact 
details to send a fake RFQ to Company A to invite it to urgently supply goods. Typically, the tender 
specification is so unique that only Company B (a fictitious company created by the fraudster) can 
supply the goods in question.

Shortly after Company A has submitted its quote it receives notification that it has won the tender. 
Company A orders the goods and pays a deposit to the fictitious Company B. Once Company B receives 
the money, it disappears. Company A’s money is stolen in the process.

Protect yourself from being scammed

• If you are registered on the supplier databases and you receive a request to tender or quote that 
seems to be from a government department, contact the department to confirm that the request is 
legitimate. Do not use the contact details on the tender document as these might be fraudulent.  

• Compare tender details with those that appear in the Tender Bulletin, available online at  
www.gpwonline.co.za

• Make sure you familiarise yourself with how government procures goods and services. Visit the 
tender website for more information on how to tender.

• If you are uncomfortable about the request received, consider visiting the government department 
and/or the place of delivery and/or the service provider from whom you will be sourcing the goods.

• In the unlikely event that you are asked for a deposit to make a bid, contact the SCM unit of the 
department in question to ask whether this is in fact correct.          

Any incidents of corruption, fraud, theft and misuse of government property in the Government Printing 
Works can be reported to:

Supply Chain Management: Ms. Anna Marie Du Toit, Tel. (012) 748 6292.  
Email: Annamarie.DuToit@gpw.gov.za

Marketing and Stakeholder Relations: Ms Bonakele Mbhele, at Tel. (012) 748 6193.  
Email: Bonakele.Mbhele@gpw.gov.za 

Security Services: Mr Daniel Legoabe, at tel. (012) 748 6176.  
Email: Daniel.Legoabe@gpw.gov.za 
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The closing time is 15:00 sharp on the following days:

20242024Closing times for ORDINARY  WEEKLY
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28 December 2023, Thursday for the issue of Friday 05 January 2024
05 January, Friday for the issue of Friday 12 January 2024
12 January, Friday for the issue of Friday 19 January 2024
19 January, Friday for the issue of Friday 26 January 2024 
26 January, Friday for the issue of Friday 02 February 2024
02 February, Friday for the issue of Friday 09 February 2024
09 February, Friday for the issue of Friday 16 February 2024
16 February, Friday for the issue of Friday 23 February 2024
23 February, Friday for the issue of Friday 01 March 2024
01 March, Friday for the issue of Friday 08 March 2024
08 March, Friday for the issue of Friday 15 March 2024 
14 March, Thursday for the issue of Friday 22 March 2024
20 March, Wednesday for the issue of Thursday 28 March 2024
27 March, Wednesday for the issue of  Friday 05 April 2024
05 April, Friday for the issue of Friday 12 April 2024
12 April, Friday for the issue of Friday 19 April 2024
19 April, Friday for the issue of Friday 26 April 2024
25 April, Thursday for the issue of Friday 03 May 2024
03 May, Friday for the issue of Friday 10 May 2024
10 May, Friday for the issue of Friday 17 May 2024
17 May, Friday for the issue of Friday 24 May 2024
24 May, Friday for the issue of Friday 31 May 2024
31 May , Friday for the issue of Friday 07 June 2024
07 June, Friday for the issue of Friday 14 June 2024
13 June, Thursday for the issue of Friday 21 June 2024
21 June, Friday for the issue of Friday 28 June 2024
28 June, Friday for the issue of Friday 05 July 2024
05 July, Friday for the issue of Friday 12 July 2024
12 July, Friday for the issue of Friday 19 July 2024
19 July, Friday for the issue of Friday 26 July 2024
26 July, Friday for the issue of Friday 02 August 2024
01 August, Thursday for the issue of Thursday 08 August 2024
08 August, Thursday for the issue of Friday 16 August 2024
16 August, Friday for the issue of Friday 23 August 2024
23 August, Friday for the issue of Friday 30 August 2024
30 August, Friday for the issue of Friday 06 September 2024 
06 September, Friday for the issue of Friday 13 September 2024
13 September, Friday for the issue of Friday 20 September 2024
19 September, Thursday for the issue of Friday 27 September 2024
27 September, Friday for the issue of Friday 04 October 2024
04 October, Friday for the issue of Friday 11 October 2024
11 October, Friday for the issue of Friday 18 October 2024
18 October, Friday for the issue of Friday 25 October 2024
25 October, Friday for the issue of Friday 01 November 2024
01 November, Friday for the issue of Friday 08 November 2024
08 November, Friday for the issue of Friday 15 November 2024
15 November, Friday for the issue of Friday 22 November 2024
22 November, Friday for the issue of Friday 29 November 2024
29 November, Friday for the issue of Friday 06 December 2024
06 December, Friday for the issue of Friday 13 December 2024
12 December, Thursday for the issue of Friday 20 December 2024
18 December, Wednesday for the issue of Friday 27 December 2024

GOVERNMENT GAZETTE
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LIST OF TARIFF RATES
FOR PUBLICATION OF NOTICES

COMMENCEMENT: 1 APRIL 2018

NATIONAL AND PROVINCIAL
Notice sizes for National, Provincial & Tender gazettes 1/4, 2/4, 3/4, 4/4 per page. Notices submitted will be charged 
at R1008.80 per full page, pro-rated based on the above categories.

Pricing for National, Provincial - Variable Priced Notices

Notice Type Page Space New Price (R)

Ordinary National, Provincial 1/4 - Quarter Page 252.20

Ordinary National, Provincial 2/4 - Half Page 504.40

Ordinary National, Provincial 3/4 - Three Quarter Page 756.60

Ordinary National, Provincial 4/4 - Full Page 1008.80

EXTRA-ORDINARY
All Extra-ordinary National and Provincial gazette notices are non-standard notices and attract a variable price based 
on the number of pages submitted.
The pricing structure for National and Provincial notices which are submitted as Extra ordinary submissions will 
be charged at R3026.32 per page.
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GOVERNMENT PRINTING WORKS - BUSINESS RULES

The Government Printing Works (GPW) has established rules for submitting notices in line with its electronic 
notice processing system, which requires the use of electronic Adobe Forms.  Please ensure that you adhere to 
these guidelines when completing and submitting your notice submission.

Closing Times for ACCepTAnCe of noTiCes

1. The Government Gazette and Government Tender Bulletin are weekly publications that are published on 
Fridays and the closing time for the acceptance of notices is strictly applied according to the scheduled 
time for each gazette.

2. Please refer to the Submission Notice Deadline schedule in the table below. This schedule is also published 
online on the Government Printing works website www.gpwonline.co.za

 All re-submissions will be subject to the standard cut-off times.  
All notices received after the closing time will be rejected.

Government Gazette Type Publication 
Frequency Publication Date Submission Deadline Cancellations  Deadline

National Gazette Weekly Friday Friday 15h00 for next Friday Tuesday, 15h00 - 3 
working days prior to 
publication

Regulation Gazette Weekly Friday Friday 15h00 for next Friday Tuesday, 15h00 - 3 
working days prior to 
publication

Petrol Price Gazette Monthly Tuesday before 1st 
Wednesday of the 
month

One day before publication 1 working day prior to 
publication

Road Carrier Permits Weekly Friday Thursday 15h00 for next 
Friday

3 working days prior to 
publication

Unclaimed Monies (Justice, 
Labour or Lawyers)

January / 
September 2 per 
year

Last Friday One week before publication 3 working days prior to 
publication

Parliament (Acts, White 
Paper, Green Paper)

As required Any day of the week None 3 working days prior to 
publication

Manuals Bi- Monthly 2nd and last Thursday 
of the month

One week before publication 3 working days prior to 
publication

State of Budget  
(National Treasury)

Monthly 30th or last Friday of 
the month

One week before publication 3 working days prior to 
publication

Extraordinary Gazettes As required Any day of the week Before 10h00 on publication 
date

Before 10h00 on 
publication date

Legal Gazettes A, B and C Weekly Friday One week before publication Tuesday, 15h00 - 3 
working days prior to 
publication

Tender Bulletin Weekly Friday Friday 15h00 for next Friday Tuesday, 15h00 - 3 
working days prior to 
publication

Gauteng Weekly Wednesday Two weeks before publication 3 days after submission 
deadline

Eastern Cape Weekly Monday One week before publication 3 working days prior to 
publication

Northern Cape Weekly Monday One week before publication 3 working days prior to 
publication

North West Weekly Tuesday One week before publication 3 working days prior to 
publication

KwaZulu-Natal Weekly Thursday One week before publication 3 working days prior to 
publication

Limpopo Weekly Friday One week before publication 3 working days prior to 
publication

Mpumalanga Weekly Friday One week before publication 3 working days prior to 
publication
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GOVERNMENT PRINTING WORKS - BUSINESS RULES

Government Gazette Type Publication 
Frequency Publication Date Submission Deadline Cancellations  Deadline

Gauteng Liquor License 
Gazette

Monthly Wednesday before 
the First Friday of the 
month

Two weeks before publication 3 working days after 
submission deadline

Northern Cape Liquor 
License Gazette

Monthly First Friday of the  
month

Two weeks before publication 3 working days after 
submission deadline

National Liquor License 
Gazette

Monthly First Friday of the  
month

Two weeks before publication 3 working days after 
submission deadline

Mpumalanga Liquor License 
Gazette

Bi-Monthly Second & Fourth 
Friday

One week before publication 3 working days prior to 
publication

exTrAordinAry gAzeTTes

3. Extraordinary Gazettes can have only one publication date. If multiple publications of an Extraordinary 
Gazette are required, a separate Z95/Z95Prov Adobe Forms for each publication date must be submitted.

noTiCe submission proCess

4. Download the latest Adobe form, for the relevant notice to be placed, from  the Government Printing 
Works website www.gpwonline.co.za. 

5. The Adobe form needs to be completed electronically using Adobe Acrobat / Acrobat Reader. Only 
electronically completed Adobe forms will be accepted. No printed, handwritten and/or scanned  Adobe 
forms will be accepted. 

6. The completed electronic Adobe form has to be submitted via email to submit.egazette@gpw.gov.za. 
The form needs to be submitted in its original electronic Adobe format to enable the system to extract the 
completed information from the form for placement in the publication. 

7. Every notice submitted must be accompanied by an official GPW quotation. This must be obtained from 
the eGazette Contact Centre.

8. Each notice submission should be sent as a single email. The email must contain all documentation 
relating to a particular notice submission. 

8.1. Each of the following documents must be attached to the email as a separate attachment:

8.1.1. An electronically completed Adobe form, specific to the type of notice that is to be placed. 

8.1.1.1. For National Government Gazette or Provincial Gazette notices, the notices must be  
accompanied by an electronic Z95 or Z95Prov Adobe form

8.1.1.2. The notice content (body copy) MUST be a separate attachment.

8.1.2. A copy of the official Government Printing Works quotation you received for your notice. 
(Please see Quotation section below for further details)

8.1.3. A valid and legible Proof of Payment / Purchase Order: Government Printing Works 
account customer must include a copy of their Purchase Order. Non-Government Printing 
Works account customer needs to submit the proof of payment for the notice

8.1.4. Where separate notice content is applicable (Z95, Z95 Prov and TForm 3, it should also 
be attached as a separate attachment. (Please see the Copy Section below, for the 
specifications). 

8.1.5. Any additional notice information if applicable.
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GOVERNMENT PRINTING WORKS - BUSINESS RULES

9. The electronic Adobe form will be taken as the primary source for the notice information to be published. 
Instructions that are on the email body or covering letter that contradicts the notice form content will not  be 
considered. The information submitted on the electronic Adobe form will be published as-is. 

10. To avoid duplicated publication of the same notice and double billing, Please submit your notice ONLY 
ONCE.

11. Notices brought to GPW by “walk-in” customers on electronic media can only be submitted in Adobe 
electronic form format. All “walk-in” customers with notices that are not on electronic Adobe forms will be 
routed to the Contact Centre where they will be assisted to complete the forms in the required format. 

12. Should a customer submit a bulk submission of hard copy notices delivered by a messenger on behalf 
of any organisation e.g. newspaper publisher,  the messenger will be referred back to the sender as the 
submission does not adhere to the submission rules.

 
QuoTATions

13. Quotations are valid until the next tariff change.  

13.1. Take note: GPW’s annual tariff increase takes place on 1 April therefore any quotations issued, 
accepted and submitted for publication up to 31 March will keep the old tariff.  For notices to be 
published from 1 April, a quotation must be obtained from GPW with the new tariffs. Where a tariff 
increase is implemented during the year, GPW endeavours to provide customers with 30 days’ notice 
of such changes.

14. Each quotation has a unique number.

15. Form Content notices must be emailed to the eGazette Contact Centre for a quotation. 

15.1. The Adobe form supplied is uploaded by the Contact Centre Agent and the system automatically 
calculates the cost of your notice based on the layout/format of the content supplied. 

15.2. It is critical that these Adobe Forms are completed correctly and adhere to the guidelines as 
stipulated by GPW.

16. APPLICABLE ONLY TO GPW ACCOUNT HOLDERS:

16.1. GPW Account Customers must provide a valid GPW account number to obtain a quotation. 

16.2. Accounts for GPW account customers must be active with sufficient credit to transact with GPW to 
submit notices. 

16.2.1. If you are unsure about or need to resolve the status of your account, please contact the 
GPW Finance Department prior to submitting your notices. (If the account status is not 
resolved prior to submission of your notice, the notice will be failed during the process).

17. APPLICABLE ONLY TO CASH CUSTOMERS:

17.1. Cash customers doing bulk payments must use a single email address in order to use the same 
proof of payment for submitting multiple notices.

18. The responsibility lies with you, the customer, to ensure that the payment made for your notice(s) to be 
published is sufficient to cover the cost of the notice(s).

19. Each quotation will be associated with one proof of payment / purchase order / cash receipt. 

19.1. This means that the quotation number can only be used once to make a payment.
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GOVERNMENT PRINTING WORKS - BUSINESS RULES

Copy (sepArATe noTiCe ConTenT doCumenT)

20. Where the copy is part of a separate attachment document for Z95, Z95Prov and TForm03

20.1. Copy of notices must be supplied in a separate document and may not constitute part of 
any covering letter, purchase order, proof of payment or other attached documents.  
 
The content document should contain only one notice. (You may include the different translations of 
the same notice in the same document).

20.2. The notice should be set on an A4 page, with margins and fonts set as follows:   
 
Page size = A4 Portrait with page margins: Top = 40mm, LH/RH = 16mm, Bottom = 40mm;  
Use font size: Arial or Helvetica 10pt with 11pt line spacing;  
 
Page size = A4 Landscape with page margins: Top = 16mm, LH/RH = 40mm, Bottom = 16mm; 
Use font size: Arial or Helvetica 10pt with 11pt line spacing;

 
CAnCellATions

21. Cancellation of notice submissions are accepted by GPW according to the deadlines stated in the table 
above  in point 2. Non-compliance to these deadlines will result in your request being failed. Please pay 
special attention to the different deadlines for each gazette. Please note that any notices cancelled after 
the cancellation deadline will be published and charged at full cost.

22. Requests for cancellation must be sent by the original sender of the notice and must accompanied by the 
relevant notice reference number (N-) in the email body.

 
AmendmenTs To noTiCes

23. With effect from 01 October 2015, GPW will not longer accept amendments to notices. The cancellation 
process will need to be followed according to the deadline and a new notice submitted thereafter for the 
next available publication date.

 
rejeCTions

24. All notices not meeting the submission rules will be rejected to the customer to be corrected and resubmitted. 
Assistance will be available through the Contact Centre should help be required when completing the 
forms. (012-748 6200 or email info.egazette@gpw.gov.za). Reasons for rejections include the following: 

24.1. Incorrectly completed forms and notices submitted in the wrong format, will be rejected. 

24.2. Any notice submissions not on the correct Adobe electronic form, will be rejected.

24.3. Any notice submissions not accompanied by the proof of payment / purchase order  will be rejected 
and the notice will not be processed.

24.4. Any submissions or re-submissions that miss the submission cut-off times will be rejected to the  
customer. The Notice needs to be re-submitted with a new publication date.
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GOVERNMENT PRINTING WORKS - BUSINESS RULES

ApprovAl of noTiCes

25. Any notices other than legal notices are subject to the approval of the Government Printer, who may refuse 
acceptance or further publication of any notice. 

26. No amendments will be accepted in respect to separate notice content that was sent with a Z95 or Z95Prov 
notice submissions. The copy of notice in layout format (previously known as proof-out) is only provided 
where requested, for Advertiser to see the notice in final Gazette layout. Should they find that the information 
submitted was incorrect, they should request for a notice cancellation and resubmit the corrected notice, 
subject to standard submission deadlines. The cancellation is also subject to the stages in the publishing 
process, i.e. If cancellation is received when production (printing process) has commenced, then the 
notice cannot be cancelled.

 
governmenT prinTer indemnified AgAinsT liAbiliTy    

27. The Government Printer will assume no liability in respect of— 

27.1. any delay in the publication of a notice or publication of such notice on any date other than that 
stipulated by the advertiser; 

27.2. erroneous classification of a notice, or the placement of such notice in any  section or under any heading  
other than the section or heading stipulated by the advertiser;

27.3.  any editing, revision, omission, typographical errors or errors resulting from faint or indistinct copy.

 
liAbiliTy of AdverTiser

28. Advertisers will be held liable for any compensation and costs arising from any action which may be 
instituted against the Government Printer in consequence of the publication of any notice.

 
CusTomer inQuiries
 Many of our customers request immediate feedback/confirmation of notice placement in the gazette from our 

Contact Centre once they have submitted their notice – While GPW deems it one of their highest priorities and 
responsibilities to provide customers with this requested feedback and the best service at all times, we are only 
able to do so once we have started processing your notice submission. 

 GPW has a 2-working day turnaround time for processing notices received according to the business rules and 
deadline submissions.

 Please keep this in mind when making inquiries about your notice submission at the Contact Centre.

29. Requests for information, quotations and inquiries must be sent to the Contact Centre ONLY. 

30. Requests for Quotations (RFQs) should be received by the Contact Centre at least 2 working days before 
the submission deadline for that specific publication.
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GOVERNMENT PRINTING WORKS - BUSINESS RULES

pAymenT of CosT

31. The Request for Quotation for placement of the notice should be sent to the Gazette Contact Centre as  
indicated above, prior to submission of notice for advertising.

32. Payment should then be made, or Purchase Order prepared based on the received quotation, prior to  the 
submission of the notice for advertising as these documents i.e. proof of payment or Purchase order will 
be required as part of the notice submission, as indicated earlier. 

33. Every proof of payment must have a valid GPW quotation number as a reference on the proof of payment 
document.

34. Where there is any doubt about the cost of publication of a notice, and in the case of copy, an enquiry, 
accompanied  by  the  relevant  copy,  should be addressed to the Gazette Contact Centre, Government 
Printing Works, Private Bag X85, Pretoria, 0001 email: info.egazette@gpw.gov.za before publication.

35. Overpayment resulting from miscalculation on the part of the advertiser of the cost of publication of a 
notice will not be refunded, unless the advertiser furnishes adequate reasons why such miscalculation 
occurred. In the event of underpayments, the difference will be recovered from the advertiser, and future 
notice(s) will not be published until such time as the full cost of such publication has been duly paid in cash 
or electronic funds transfer into the Government Printing Works banking account.

36. In the event of a notice being cancelled, a refund will be made only if no cost regarding the placing of the 
notice has been incurred by the Government Printing Works.

37. The Government Printing Works reserves the right to levy an additional charge in cases where notices, 
the cost of which has been calculated in accordance with the List of Fixed Tariff Rates, are subsequently 
found to be excessively lengthy or to  contain overmuch or complicated tabulation.

 
proof of publiCATion

38. Copies of any of the Government Gazette or Provincial Gazette can be downloaded from the Government 
Printing Works website www.gpwonline.co.za free of charge, should a proof of publication be required.

39. Printed copies may be ordered from the Publications department at the ruling price. The Government 
Printing Works will assume no liability for any failure to post or for any delay in despatching of such 
Government Gazette(s)

GOVERNMENT PRINTING WORKS CONTACT INFORMATION

Physical Address: Postal Address: GPW Banking Details:

Government Printing Works Private Bag X85 Bank: ABSA Bosman Street

149 Bosman Street Pretoria Account No.: 405 7114 016

Pretoria 0001 Branch Code: 632-005

For Gazette and Notice submissions: Gazette Submissions: E-mail: submit.egazette@gpw.gov.za

For queries and quotations, contact: Gazette Contact Centre: E-mail: info.egazette@gpw.gov.za

Tel: 012-748 6200

Contact person for subscribers: Mrs M. Toka: E-mail: subscriptions@gpw.gov.za

Tel: 012-748-6066 / 6060 / 6058

Fax: 012-323-9574
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DEPARTMENT OF FORESTRY, FISHERIES AND THE ENVIRONMENT

NO.  4256 19 January 2024

 
 

 
GOVERNMENT NOTICE 

 
 

DEPARTMENT OF FORESTRY, FISHERIES AND THE ENVIRONMENT 
 

No.             2024 
 

MARINE LIVING RESOURCES ACT, 1998  
(ACT NO. 18 OF 1998)  

 
CONSULTATION ON THE PROPOSED REGULATIONS RELATING TO THE ENTRY OF FOREIGN 

FISHING VESSELS INTO SOUTH AFRICAN WATERS 
 
I, Barbara Dallas Creecy, the Minister of Forestry, Fisheries and the Environment, hereby publish for public 
comment, the draft Regulations relating to the entry of foreign fishing vessels into South African Waters in 
terms of sections 77(1), 77(2)(g), (j), (k), (o) and 42(4) of the Marine Living Resources Act, 1998 (Act No. 
18 of 1998), as set out in the schedule hereto.  
 
The draft regulations seek to create a discreet notification and permitting procedure applicable to foreign 
fishing vessels that wish to traverse South African waters or enter into port and simultaneously to 
domesticate relevant aspects of the Agreement on Port State Measures, to which South Africa is a party. 
The intention is to provide certainty for such vessels, as to the process and procedures required prior to 
entering South African waters, to ensure that South Africa is aware of the presence of foreign fishing 
vessels in its waters at any given time, to ensure that if fishing gear is carried on board it is properly stowed 
and to minimise illegal, unreported and unregulated fishing.   
 
Members of the public are invited to submit written comments or input, within 30 days from the date of the 
publication of this Notice in the Government Gazette, or the newspaper whichever is the later date, in the 
following manners: 
 
Department of Forestry, Fisheries and the Environment 
Attention:  Aphiwe Nonkeneza 

Private Bag X2  
VLAEBERG 
8018 

By hand:  4th Floor Foretrust Building, Martin Hammerschlag Way, Foreshore, Cape Town 
By email: ffvregs@dffe.gov.za 
 
Telephone queries: 021 402 3026 / 066 4711 451 
 
Comments or input received after the closing date may not be considered.  
 
The Department of Forestry, Fisheries and the Environment complies with the Protection of Personal 
Information Act, 2013 (Act No. 4 of 2013). Comments received and responses thereto are collated into a 
comments and response report which will be made available to the public as part of the consultation 
process. If a commenting party has any objection to his or her name, or the name of the represented 
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company/ organisation, being made publicly available in the comments and responses report, such 
objection should be highlighted in bold as part of the comments submitted in response to this Government 
Notice. 
 

 
BARBARA DALLAS CREECY 
MINISTER OF FORESTRY, FISHERIES AND THE ENVIRONMENT 
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SCHEDULE 
 
 

ARRANGEMENT OF REGULATIONS 
 

 
CHAPTER 1 - DEFINITIONS AND PURPOSE 
 
1. Definitions 
2. Application 
3. Purpose  
 
CHAPTER 2 – PASSING THROUGH SOUTH AFRICAN WATERS AND ENTRY INTO AND USE OF 
PORTS 
4. Notification of entry into South African waters 
5. Entry into port 
6. Permit application procedure  

 
CHAPTER 3 – GENERAL 
7. Compliance 
8. Stowage of fishing gear 
9. Vessel Automatic identification system 
 
CHAPTER 4 – OFFENCES AND PENALTIES  
10.  Offences 
11.  Penalties  
12.  Short title and commencement  
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CHAPTER 1 
DEFINITIONS AND PURPOSE 

 
1. Definitions 
 

In these regulations, unless the context indicates otherwise, a word or expression that is defined in 
the Act has the same meaning in these regulations, and in addition— 

 
“Act” means the Marine Living Resources Act, 1998 (Act No. 18 of 1998) and includes any 
regulations published thereunder; 
“Agreement on Port State Measures” means the Agreement on Port State Measures to Prevent, 
Deter and Eliminate, Illegal, Unreported and Unregulated Fishing adopted in 2009; 
“authorised official” means a fishery control officer, or other authority authorised to implement 
legislation that regulates access and operations within ports including the inspection of vessels;   
“IUU fishing” means illegal, unreported and unregulated fishing;  
“port” has the meaning assigned to it in section 1 of the National Ports Act, 2005 (Act No. 12 of 
2005); 
“the Regulations” mean these Regulations Relating to the Entry of Foreign Fishing Vessels in 
South African Waters; and 
“vessel” means a foreign fishing vessel. 

 
2. Application  

These Regulations apply to vessels that intend to enter South African waters.  
 
3. Purpose  

The purpose of these regulations is to— 
(a) regulate the passage of vessels through South African waters;  
(b) regulate the entry of vessels into a port;  
(c) prevent, deter and eliminate IUU fishing; and 
(d) domesticate into South African law, the Agreement on Port State Measures. 
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CHAPTER 2 
PASSING THROUGH SOUTH AFRICAN WATERS AND ENRTY INTO AND USE OF PORTS   

 
4. Notification of entry into South African waters  
(1) The master of a vessel which does not intend to enter a port, may not traverse South African 

waters unless the Minister has been notified of the intention to enter and traverse South African 
waters at least 24 hours prior to entry and such notification must include the following: 
(a) Estimated time and point of entry into South African waters;  
(b) estimated time of and point of exit from South African waters;  
(c) reason for entry; and 
(d) description of the path to be traversed.  

(2) Notification required in terms of sub-regulation (1) must be submitted by email to 
VMSops@dffe.gov.za.  

(3) The Minister may refuse a vessel entry into South African waters where the vessel is, on 
reasonable grounds, suspected of being involved in IUU fishing, or is listed on an IUU vessel list by 
any country or in terms of any international agreement.  

 
5. Entry into port 

No vessel may enter a port without a permit issued by the Minister.  
 
6. Permit Application Procedure  
(1)  The master or a representative of the owner of a vessel must, ten days before entering a port, 

apply to the Minister for a permit to enter port.  
(2)  The application must be made in the form obtainable from the Department and be accompanied by 

the application fee if prescribed.  
(3)  The Minister must within seven days of receipt of the application decide whether to: 

(a)  issue the permit subject to conditions; or 
(b)  refuse to issue the permit and provide reasons for such refusal.  

(4) Notwithstanding sub-regulations (1) and (3), the South African Maritime Safety Authority may 
authorise a vessel to enter a port for reasons of force majeure or distress, without a permit issued 
in terms of sub-regulation (3). 

(5) The master of a vessel that obtains entry in terms of sub regulation (4) must— 
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(a) notify the Minister in writing in the form obtainable from the Department; 
(b) comply with regulations 7, 8 and 9; and 
(c) comply with any other direction which the Minister may impose.   
  

  
CHAPTER 3 
GENERAL  

 
7. Compliance 
(1) Upon entering South African waters and a port, a vessel is required to comply with the provisions of 

the Act. 
(2) A vessel within South African waters or a port may, at any time, be boarded and inspected by an 

authorised official. 
(3) The master of a vessel must─  

(a) accommodate the boarding and inspection of a vessel by an authorised official at any time 
while in South African waters and a port; and 

(b) comply with lawful instructions of an authorised official. 
 
8. Stowage of fishing gear 
(1)  The master of a vessel must stow fishing gear in accordance with sub-regulation (2), before 

entering and when traversing South African waters and within a port. 
(2)  Fishing gear must be stowed in the following manner: 

(a) In the case of line fishing, all hooks, lures, sinkers and weights are disconnected from the 
line, all the line is reeled onto the reel or rolled up, and that rolled up line, hooks, lures, bait 
and weights on the vessel are packed away in a cabin, locker, hatch, wheel house or 
console of the vessel, or where that is not possible, place such gear on the deck of the 
vessel; 

(b) in the case of purse-seine fishing, no gear may be in the water; 
(c) in the case of trawl fishing, all nets, trawl boards and weights shall be stowed below deck 

or securely lashed to some part of the superstructure of the fishing vessel; 
(d) in the case of rock lobster fishing, all traps, nets and ropes shall be on board and tied 

down; and all dinghies shall be on board and lashed to the fishing vessel; 
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(e) in the case of fishing with traps, other than rock lobster traps, all traps shall be on board 
and tied down;  

(f) in the case of any other nets including gillnets, cast nets and throw nets, nets shall be on 
board and packed away in a console, locker or any other suitable container;  

(g) in the case of pole fishing, all poles will be secured above deck; 
(h) in the case of longline fishing, no branchline may be attached to the mainline and the 

entire mainline shall remain on the spool; and 
(i) in respect of all types of fishing where bait is used, such bait must remain packed away or 

placed into a bait well, where available. 
 
9. Vessel Automatic Information System  
(1) The master of a vessel must ensure that the vessel automatic information system is functional and 

reporting 50 nautical miles prior to entering South African waters and whilst within South African 
waters without interruption.  

(2) The master of a vessel must immediately report an interruption of the signal of the vessel automatic 
information system for more than 20 minutes to the Fisheries operations room by email at 
VMSops@dffe.gov.za and submit hourly reports until the vessel automatic information system is 
functional. 

(3) The format of the report referred to in sub-regulation (2) must include the date, time (South African 
local time), latitude, longitude degrees minutes and decimal minutes, course and speed in knots.  

 
CHAPTER 4 

OFFENCES AND PENALTIES  
 

10. Offences  
In addition to any offence contained in section 58 of the Act, any person who contravenes or fails to comply 
with: 

(a) regulations 4(1), 5, 6(1), 6(5), 7(1), 7(3), 8(1), 8(2) or 9; or 
(b) a lawful instruction of an authorised officer,  

is guilty of an offence. 
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11. Penalties  
A person found guilty of an offence in terms of regulation 10 shall be liable on conviction to— 

(a) imprisonment for a period not exceeding two years;  
(b) a fine not exceeding two million Rand; or 
(c) to both such fine and such imprisonment. 

 
12. Short title and commencement 

These Regulations are called the Regulations Relating to the Entry of Foreign Fishing Vessels into 
South African Waters, 2023, and commence on the date of publication in the Gazette.  
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